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�� Funding for open space is a top priority this year!
Governor Rell has proposed $5 million for each of the
next two years for the Municipal Open Space Matching
Grants Program, the Recreation and Natural Heritage
Trust Fund (RNHT), and the Farmland Purchase of
Development Rights Program. The Finance Committee
has proposed $7.5 million in 2006 and $5 million in 2007
for open space; $6 million and $5 for RNHT; $8 million
and $10 million for farmland; and $15 million and $15
million for parks. Please urge your legislators to support
this higher level  of funding!

Other bills seeking to create new revenue streams for land
conservation include:

�� Bill 410 imposes a $30 recording fee on municipal land
transactions that will generate an estimated $30 million

per year to be used for land protection, affordable 
housing and historic preservation. 

�� Bill 1359 would have levied a 0.25% increase in the sales
tax for the next 10 years to generate an estimated $100
million annually in funding for open space and farmland
conservation. That provision was stripped out of the bill
in the Finance Committee. 

The 2005 Connecticut General Assembly heads towards its close on June 8th and
Audubon Connecticut and our Director of Conservation Affairs Sandy Breslin are

working down to the wire on a number of issues. As always, we depend upon your
grassroots support to influence lawmakers in Hartford and D.C. Some highlights
are summarized below, though not all these bills will survive.

Connecticut General Assembly WrapUp
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Almost 400 visitors came for nature crafts and live animal
presentations of reptiles, amphibians, hawks, and owls.
Unpredictable weather prevented the hot air balloon from 
giving tethered rides, but it sure looked good and our thanks 
go to Morgan Manhattan and United Van lines for donating 
their corporate balloon. A highlight was the release of two 
rehabilitated red-tailed hawks by Wildlife in Crisis, an 
uplifting and heartwarming end to a great day. 

Continued on page 9
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J O B  A N N O U N C E M E N T

Hawk Watcher
Audubon Greenwich is seeking a seasonal Hawk Watcher five days a week to 
identify and count hawks from late August to mid-November 2005 at the Quaker Ridge
Hawk Watch site in Greenwich, Connecticut.The hawk watcher also assists visitors with bird
identification and general birding questions during this hawk migration period, and records,
posts, and analyzes data. Requirements include excellent hawk identification skills, ability to
work primarily outside in all weather, outgoing manner, good verbal and written communica-
tion skills, and computer literacy. Salary commensurate with experience. Housing may be
available.To apply, send cover letter and resume to Madeline Dennis, Center Director,
Audubon Greenwich, 613 Riversville Road, Greenwich, CT 06831, or fax to 203-869-4437,
or email MDennis@audubon.org.

Conservation Planning at the 
Cove Island Park IBA
Cove Island Park is an 83-acre coastal park in Stamford that was identified as an
Audubon Important Bird Area (IBA) in 2001. The park is popular with birders,
and many Audubon Greenwich members frequent Cove Island where they can spot
some of the nearly 300 birds that have been recorded in the park. 

Conservation planning is a critical step in the IBA
Program in order to outline the natural resources
present at each IBA and identify conservation threats
and opportunities as well as bird-related recreational
and educational opportunities specific to each site. To
ensure that Cove Island continues to be a safe haven
for birds, Audubon is currently working with the
City of Stamford, local birders and other local resi-
dents and environmental groups to develop a conser-
vation plan for Cove Island Park. This effort was
made possible with funding from the GE Foundation
and the Jeniam Foundation. The Maguire Group, an
environmental consulting firm based in New Britain
has been hired to coordinate the planning process.

Significant progress has already been made. The consultant was chosen by a consor-
tium of local groups and individuals and has been working with those groups and
individuals to identify the issues associated with the IBA. Further public and stake-
holder input will be gathered through meetings with those with an interest in and/or
expertise related to the park in order to influence the content of the final plan.   

The plan is shaping up to be an exciting document that outlines the conservation
threats and opportunities at the park, and will contain recommendations aimed at
enhancing bird and wildlife habitat at the park, while balancing environmental,
recreation and park maintenance needs. The Cove Island Plan will be one of the first
IBA conservation plans completed in the country. A public review draft will soon be
ready for distribution and the plan is scheduled for completion by July. If you would
like to be involved in the review of the document or another aspect of conservation
or education at Cove Island Park, please contact Patrick Comins, Director of Bird
Conservation for Audubon Connecticut at Pcomins@audubon.org or (203)264-5098.
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Birds, Breakfast and a 
New Bird Club
Saturday, May 14 was International Migratory Bird Day which celebrates the
incredible journeys of migratory birds between their summer and winter
homes. The event encourages bird conservation and increases awareness 
of birds and takes place on the second Saturday in May each year. It is 
celebrated in Canada, the U.S., Mexico and Central America through bird
festivals, education programs and bird walks. Here at Audubon Greenwich
we celebrate the spring migration with birding and a breakfast and we have
been doing it for 50 years. The day started bright and early at 6:30 am when
birders gathered in our parking lot and broke up into different groups; one
group birded in the center and the other drove over to Fairchild Garden. 

At 8:00 am the bird
groups wandered back to the
Red Barn where a fire took
the slight chill off the rustic
room. All together 50 birders
including Audubon staffers
gathered for hot coffee, fruit,
juice, eggs and bacon and sat
down hungrily. During the
meal, Audubon naturalist
Ted Gilman told of the birds
seen that day. Fifty-nine
species were seen that

morning including a common loon, solitary sandpiper, red-eyed vireo,
eleven species of warblers, and an indigo bunting. Gary Palmer, chairman of
AudubonÕs Science Committee spoke about the newly-formed bird club of
Greenwich, Stamford and Westchester birders which will be a social birding
group yet also help with the various bird counts and other bird projects. 

Our new bird club is open to all birders in the area. They will receive 
special email announcements about upcoming programs and special sight-
ings. They can participate in bird counts and other unique bird research 

projects. Birders are encouraged to
post their bird photos and other
birding information on a new
birder bulletin board in the
Kimberlin CenterÕs lobby. And
birders are also encouraged to list
their sightings in a new wildlife
log book on the reception desk. 
If you are a local birder and want
to be kept updated with area bird-
ing news and walks, special events
and sightings, please email Brian
OÕToole at botoole@audubon.org,
and we will put you on our 
birdersÕ email list.

Saturday, June 11 & 12
Summer Bird Count Ð
Citizen Science
An All Day Event.
RSVP to join teams of birders as we count as
many bird species as possible.

Sunday, June 26
Ferry Trip to Great 
CaptainÕs Island 
3:00 - 5:00 pm 
Join us for an afternoon on Great CaptainÕs
Island in Greenwich with a walk to view
ConnecticutÕs largest heron and egret 
rookery. Please call Brian to reserve a space 
at 203-869-5272 x228.

Sunday, July 10
ÒSaving Species: 
Bolivian Bird ConservationÓ
7:00 - 8:30 pm
Join Bennett Hennessey, Executive Director of
Armonia/BirdLife International for a presenta-
tion that will highlight bird conservation efforts
focused on the Wattled Curassow, Swallow-
tailed Cotinga and the Blue-throated Macaw.

Sunday,August 7
Shorebirds at Milford Point 
8:00 am - 12:00 noon
Learn how to identify the variety of shorebirds
at Milford Point, one of the best spots in
Connecticut for viewing coastal birds. Please
call Brian to RSVP and to carpool.

BIRD CLUB 
HIGHLIGHTS
Full details found on page 6 & 7

Visitors were delighted to see a
ruby-throated hummingbird
resting during an early morning
bird walk with Ted Gilman.

Coastal
birding at
Greenwich
Point

Audubon Greenwich 
birders looking for 
Pale Male in 
New York City



Weekly Events by Email
For a free weekly email announcement of special events and programs at Audubon Greenwich,
simply send us a blank email to:audubongreenwichnews-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.
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Audubon Connecticut sponsored its inaugural Environmental Leadership Award
Dinner on Saturday, April 30 at Audubon Greenwich attended by 200 guests. The
event honored Donal C. OÕBrien, Jr. for his many years of dedicated commitment 
to protecting the environment. The dinner dance event also announced a unified
Audubon campaign to help restore and protect Long Island Sound and its water-

shed. The event raised over $280,000,
which will benefit the programs of
Audubon Connecticut and the Long
Island Sound Campaign. Paul Tudor
Jones presented the award to Mr.
OÕBrien. The dinner menu was 
prepared with foods and wines from
the Long Island Sound watershed and
we thank AOC Fine Wines for their
generosity.

Donal OÕBrien has been an active
supporter of Audubon for many
years. He served on the National
Board of Directors for more than 
25 years, 15 of those as Chairman.
Under his leadership, Audubon has
been a strong advocate for Long
Island Sound and its critical bird
habitats. Three powerful arms of
Audubon have teamed up to restore
and protect Long Island Sound.
Audubon Connecticut, Audubon
New York, and AudubonÕs National
Policy Office in Washington, D.C. 
are joining forces in a Long Island
Sound campaign to help protect this
estuary in distress to ensure 
continued progress on water quality
improvements and wildlife and 

habitat protection in the Sound. This dinner announced that Audubon is seeking 
to raise $350,000 per year over a three-year period to support efforts to restore and
protect the Sound. To learn more about AudubonÕs Long Island Sound Campaign,
go to www.greenwich.center.audubon.org or contact Sandy Breslin at 203-264-5098. 

Become a
Volunteer
Teacher
Naturalist
Training begins in fall

Audubon Launches Long Island
Sound Campaign at Environmental
Leadership Award Dinner 

Above: Katie OÕBrien and honoree Donal
OÕBrien. Below: Peter Kiernan, Eaddo
Kiernan, board member Audubon
Greenwich, and Tom Baptist, executive
director, Audubon Connecticut

Ted Gilman takes a closer look at Jill
Yolen, a volunteer Teacher Naturalist,
dressed up in an insect costume as part of
a school program.

Would you like to share your interest in 
the natural world with local school children?
If you have one or more mornings or after-
noons available each week in the spring and
fall, you can become a volunteer Teacher
Naturalist at the Audubon Center in
Greenwich and learn to connect children
with nature.We provide comprehensive
training with field courses in nature study and
teaching techniques.TNs lead small groups of
children outdoors on the center grounds in
8 different science lessons. Initial training
begins this fall. By joining us, you will make a
difference in a young personÕs life and you
will learn a lot, too.This kind of magic hap-
pens everyday we host a class at Audubon
Greenwich. Come be a part of it.To join our
team of dedicated Teacher Naturalists, call Jeff
Cordulack, our Education Program Manager
at 203-869-5272 x239.
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Deer Management Program
Completes Second Year

Audubon GreenwichÕs effort to reduce the population of
white-tailed deer at its sanctuaries successfully completed its 
second year in the fall/winter season of 2004-2005. Audubon
Greenwich is reducing the deer population in order to restore
the biological health of its sanctuaries and this yearÕs effort repre-
sents significant progress toward that goal. Working with the
Greenwich Sportsmen and Landowners Association (GSLA), a
total of twenty-five deer were killed by bow hunters. The pro-
gram was expanded this past season to include not only the 285-
acre Audubon Center but also the 135-acre Fairchild Wildflower
Garden. Of the 25 deer, 22 were does and 3 were bucks All meat
from the harvested deer, approximately 775 pounds, was again
this year donated to the Food Bank of Lower Fairfield County. 

Reducing deer numbers will ensure the overall health and
well being of the deer, and will ensure sustainability of wild-
flowers, other herbaceous and shrub species, a full complement
of the native forest bird community, and healthy population 
levels of other wildlife. Successful implementation of the deer
management plan will result in the maintenance of a healthier
ecosystem, reduction of health risks from deer tick-borne dis-
eases, and a decrease in the number of deer/vehicle accidents in
the area. Audubon selected  bow hunting as the preferred 
hunting method to minimize safety concerns relating to hunting
with rifles and shotguns. Audubon is grateful to the 23 GSLA
members who participated and for their concern for the 
ecological health of the sanctuary and their contribution of 
time and energy.

DID YOU KNOW...?
�� Lawn pesticides cause the deaths of an estimated 

7 million birds each year.

�� Pesticides are found in surface and ground water
throughout the country.

�� Herbicide use is growing at a particularly rapid rate,
with homeowners using over 50% more than they did
20 years ago. Homeowners apply an estimated 78 mil-
lion pounds of insecticides, herbicides, and fungicides
per year to their homes, lawns, and gardens. And, this
does NOT include applications made by pest control
and lawn care professionals. 

�� According to the most recent data reported by the EPA
(1999), 74% of a total 103.9 million U.S. households use
some type of pesticide 58 million households using
insecticides, 40 million using herbicides. 

�� In a recent study of pesticide exposure among children
living in a major U.S. metropolitan area, traces of
garden chemicals were found in 99% of the 110 children
tested. Concentrations were significantly higher in
children whose parents reported that they used
pesticides in their gardens.

For more information on non-toxic alternatives for safe
lawn care:

¥ www.grassrootsinfo.org 
¥ www.organiclandcare.net
¥ www.thebestcontrol.com 
¥ www.neighborhood-network.org

Welcome to Lindsey White
Audubon Greenwich 
welcomes Lindsey White,
the newest addition to the
Education Department.
Originally from Maine,
Lindsey comes to us from
Audubon Vermont, where
she has worked for four
years with their Summer
Camp programs. She is a
graduate of the University of
Vermont in Burlington and
we are very excited to have
her on the staff. Welcome
aboard, Lindsey.

��!!���"�	����#���$�!�
Our Summer Camps 

are filling fast!
Register now to reserve a 

space for your youngster.

For details on which weeks 
and age groups are still available 

this summer, visit 
www.greenwich.center.audubon.org

and select ÔSummer CampÕ from 
the menu ÔProgramsÕ menu.

AUDUBON 
AT 

HOME



Sunday, July 10
Saving Species: Bolivian Bird Conservation
7:00 - 8:30 pm
Learn about bird conservation success stories in Bolivia with Bennett
Hennessey, Executive Director of the Armonia, the Bolivian partner 
of Birdlife International, an organization dedicated to the study and
conservation of birds. The presentation will highlight bird conserva-
tion efforts focused on the Wattled Curassow, Swallow-tailed Cotinga
and the Blue-throated Macaw. Mr. Hennessey will also discuss other
bird conservation needs and plans for South America. If you wish,
bring a picnic basket beforehand for a picnic outside.   

Saturday July 16
The World of Wasps   2:00 - 3:30 pm
Join us as we explore the wonderful variety of sizes, colors, lifestyles,
adaptations and habitats of these important hunters of the insect world.
We'll use slides, specimens and an outdoor walk to search out the
wasps of our local area.

Saturday, July 23
Family Pond Exploration
10:00 - 11:30 am
What is better than a guided trip
to Indian Spring Pond. You and
the young ones can help us search
for insects and amphibians, as
they grow and mature after the
spring and summer breeding
season.  All ages.

Saturday, July 30
Beginners Birdwalk  10:00 - 11:30 am  
Join us for a beginners walk to develop skills in observing birds and
using binoculars and bird identification guides.

A U G U S T
Saturday, August 6 
The Summer Insect Orchestra   8:00 - 9:00 pm  

Learn about daytime
and night-time insect
musicians in local
woods and fields.

Sunday, August 7
Shorebirds at Milford Point
8:00 am - 12:00 noon
Learn how to identify the variety of shore-
birds at Milford Point, one of the best spots 
in Connecticut for viewing coastal birds. On
one side of the point is Long Island Sound,
with numerous sandbars exposed at low tide, which attracts Plovers, Terns,
and Ruddy Turnstones. The salt marsh on the other side attracts Herons,
Rails, Ospreys, Sandpipers and Yellowlegs. Join us for a great day of
birding. This walk will be led by Brian OÕToole. Call him to register
and for directions at 203-869-5272 ext.228. Suitable for adults & teens.

Sunday, August 7
Summer River Study   3:00 - 5:00 pm
ItÕs a family river exploration to the Mead Lake and its dam, Discovery
Bridge Trail and a search downstream to discover a beautiful stretch of
the Byram River. With Jeff Cordulack.Wear comfortable walking
shoes and bring water. Call Jeff 203-869-5272 ext. 239 for details.
Suitable for children aged 7 and up.

Thursday, August 11 
Shooting Stars at Audubon
9:00 pm - 12:00 midnight  (Last entry at 10:00 pm)
Search for the comet dust that rains down on planet Earth each year in
the summertime Perseid meteor shower. Cloud date, Fri., August 12. A
short indoor program by the Astronomical Society at 9 pm, will be fol-
lowed by stargazing outside until midnight. Dark, clear skies are best for
viewing these shooting stars that appear at the rate of about 60 an hour.
To fully appreciate the evening program, visit the exhibit ÒMessenger
Rocks from Space: Meteorites and CometsÓ at the Bruce Museum (visit
www.brucemuseum.org for details). Then come outside on August 11 to
see natureÕs fireworks in real time. Join us for this exciting evening with
the Astronomical Society of Greenwich and the Bruce Museum. Sky
watchers are welcome to bring blankets and lawn chairs. To register call
203-869-5272 x239. Suitable for adults and teens accompanied by an adult.

Saturday, August 13 & Sunday, August 14 
Sharon Audubon Center Festival in Sharon, CT Ð
A Two-Day Event
A two-day festival and a wonderful mix of natural history programs
for all ages by leading local naturalists. Call the Sharon Center 
860-364-0520 for details.

Saturday, August 20   
Explore the Late Summer Meadow  10:00 - 11:00 am
Join us for meadow exploration. Search for wildflowers, grasshoppers, but-
terflies, praying mantids, spiders and other small creatures at the spectacular
Fairchild Wildflower Garden, located just down the street on North
Porchuck Road. We will meet at Fairchild. Call to pre-register. All ages.

J U N E
Sunday, June 5
Discover CTs Wild Side   2:00 pm - 3:30 pm
What to do with the family this summer? How about a dinosaur safari,

a trek over ancient volcanic eruptions, an eco-
tour of natures wonders, or a fishing expedi-
tion out on the water? You can go on all of
these adventures right here in Connecticut.
Author Brendan Hanrahan, author of the
ÒRoad to DiscoveryÓ series, will describe trips
to ConnecticutÕs most exotic locales, telling
tales of local dinosaur discoveries, our
amazing rocks, wonderful natural places,
and the stateÕs best fishing. A book signing/
sale follows the talk. Visit www.cttrips.com
for more information about the books
behind the talk. No charge.

Saturday, June 11 & Sunday, June 12
Summer Bird Count Ð A Two-Day Event     
Join teams of birders as they count as many birds as possible. Audubon

Greenwich will be coordinating teams for our 15-mile
count circle covering areas of Greenwich and
Stamford and parts of Westchester. Persons
interested in joining a bird-count team for all 

or part of the day should contact Ted Gilman at 
203-869-5272 ext. 230 or Gary Palmer at 661-4897.
Suitable for all levels of birding experience, ages 10
and up.

Saturday, June 18
The World of Water Snakes   2:00 - 3:30 pm  
Come on a walk to Indian Spring Pond and Mead Lake to seek out the
Northern Water Snake and learn about their defensive mechanisms,
where they live, what they eat, and who eats them.
Call Ted at 203-869-5272 x230 to sign up.

Saturday, June 25
Early Summer Wildflowers  
2:00 - 3:30 pm    
Come enjoy a walk with the colorful 
wildflowers in AudubonÕs fields and meadows.
Along the way we will search out the various
insects that pollinate them.

Sunday, June 26
Great Captains Island Birding   3:00 - 5:00 pm 
Join us for an afternoon on Great CaptainÕs Island in Greenwich with a
walk to view CTÕs largest heron and egret rookery. The trip will be led
by Brian OÕToole and Cynthia Ehlinger. We hope to see nesting Great
and Snowy Egrets, as well as Black-crowned Night Herons and possi-
bly Little Blue Herons. On past trips weÕve seen American Oyster-
catchers. Common Terns and Double-crested Cormorants are often
sighted from the ferry. The short ride to the island is enjoyable and
relaxing with excellent views of the Greenwich shoreline. Meet at the
Town Ferry at 2:45 pm. The dock is located on Arch Street across from
the Island Beach parking lot. Return ferry trip at 5 pm. Ferry fee: $1.00
for kids ages 5-13 with a Greenwich beach pass, $2.00 for adults with a
beach pass and $10.00 for guests. Seniors free. To register, call Brian to
reserve a space 203-869-5272 x228. Suitable for adults and teens.

J U L Y
Friday, July 1
NatureÕs Early Fireworks: Fireflies   8:30 - 9:30 pm 
Discover things you never knew about your childhood friend the fire-
fly. WeÕll have a short talk indoors followed by a natural history walk,
outside at the Audubon Center. Ted Gilman will share some of the
mysteries and marvels of these early summer, living lanterns. All ages.

Saturday, July 9
Annual Butterfly Count Ð An All Day Event
¥ 10:00 - 10:30 am Ð A Butterfly ID Class

Start with the basics. Learn better butterfly identification and
understand the count procedures for this annual census of these
colorful creatures. All ages.

¥ 10:30 am - 5:00 pm Ð Butterfly Counting in the field.
Be an Audubon Citizen Scientist and help us on the count. Persons
interested in the class or in butterfly counting for any part of the day
can contact Ted Gilman 203-869-5272 ext. 230.

Programs are suitable for all ages unless otherwise indicated.  Please register for all programs by calling 203-869-5272 to reserve your spot.
Programs start at the Kimberlin Nature Center at Audubon Greenwich, 613 Riversville Road, Greenwich, CT, unless noted otherwise.

Program fees are $3.00 for adult members, $5.00 for adult non-members, $1.50 for member children and seniors, $3.00 for non-member children and seniors. These programs are no charge to Teacher Naturalists as part of their ongoing training.

Sunday, June 5
A Great-Horned Owl
Release with Wildlife In
Crisis   4:00 - 4:30 pm
The Great Horned Owl pictured
here was found down the street
from The Audubon Center. He was
found in shock and emaciated by a con-
cerned passerby who called Wildlife In Crisis for
assistance. The owl was rescued and transported to Wildlife In
Crisis by Audubon employee and WIC  volunteer, John Fairty.
Once at WIC the owl was treated for a concussion and dehydra-
tion. The owl is recovering at WIC and will soon be moved to a
large outdoor aviary to regain strength necessary for flight. WIC
will release the owl at Audubon Greenwich with a brief talk on
rescuing wildlife.  No charge.

Wild
Geranium

Spring
Peeper

True 
Katydid

Great Blue Heron

AUDUBON GREENWICH NATURE PROGRAM CALENDAR
S U M M E R  2 0 0 5

W I L D L I F E  R E L E A S E
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¥ To nesting wildlife, your chimney looks like a cozy hollow
tree.  If you donÕt want visitors in your chimney, install a
chimney cap. Make sure there are no residents already in
your chimney before installing the cap. Never start a fire to
drive nesting birds or mammals out of your chimney, as
babies will not be able to escape and will be killed. Mothers
using your chimney as a nest will move out as soon as their
babies are mobile within a few short weeks. Chimney swifts
are finding fewer uncapped chimneys for their use. Please
donÕt disturb their nest. If you have swifts in residence, they
may well return year after year, which might be the only
good argument to leave your chimney uncapped!

¥ Animals seeking nesting sites often gain access to your roof,
attic and chimney using overhanging branches. Trim
branches over your roof to keep squirrels and raccoons off.
Animals can also enter your house through openings under
eaves, dryer vents, near foundations and basements, or under
porches or sheds. Check these places for entry holes and
ensure they are unoccupied before covering with heavy
gauge wire. Also place covers (available at hardware stores)
over window wells, as animals with poor eyesight, such as
skunks, can easily fall in and become trapped.

¥ Older trees are likely to have hollows that are home to many
animals, including helpless babies in the
spring and summer. Call a tree 
surgeon to try to save trees that pose a
danger. If they must be cut down,
wait until October when babies have
grown. Drive carefully and watch for
animals on the periphery, and multiple
animals crossing at once especially at
dawn and dusk. 

¥ Roaming dogs and cats disturb and kill
many types of wild animals. Supervise
dogs while they are outside, and keep
cats indoors. Cats are efficient predators,
and kill literally millions of songbirds
every year in the United States. Never
trap wild animals. Animals trapped in

spring and summer 
seasons could well be
new mothers. 

¥ Animals are often drawn 
to human residences by
potential food sources.
DonÕt feed pets outdoors,
and make sure garbage
cans have close-fitting
lids or build or buy
secure enclosures for
your garbage cans. 
Wash recyclable food
containers with soap to
remove those yummy
smells before putting
them out. Pick up litter
Ð it can be fatal to wildlife. Discarded fishing line and
balloons can be particularly lethal. 
Thanks for doing your part to preserve ConnecticutÕs

wildlife. For further information about Wildlife in Crisis and
for answers to frequently asked questions, please visit our
website at www.wildlifeincrisis.org.

Wildlife In Crisis is a non-profit wildlife
rehabilitation center and land trust in Weston,
CT. Each year WIC cares for over 5,000
injured, ill and orphaned wild animals. WIC
is entirely volunteer run and accepts all
species of native wildlife. If you have found a
wild animal in distress please call WIC at
(203) 544-9913. 

This article is an excerpt from Wildlife
in CrisisÕs excellent book, Solutions to
Common Wildlife Problems, sold at the
Audubon Greenwich gift shop. 

Co-existing with Suburban Wildlife
By Dara Reid, Director of Wildlife In Crisis, Inc

Suburban development has forced wildlife populations to live in close 
proximity to human beings, a situation that can create hazard and 
inconvenience for all concerned. Springtime is when these issues really
come to the fore, as wildlife populations try to raise their young, and
human residents begin work on their yards and homes. Here are some 
tips on coexisting peacefully with wildlife:

Baby Barred Owl being 
rehabilitated by Wildlife in Crisis

Eastern Cottontail Rabbits
receiving loving care

This simple guide will answer
many of your wildlife questions.
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Audubon Greenwich Teams Up
with House & Garden and Carolee
Charlotte M. Frieze, garden editor of 
House & Garden, left, Missy Lomonaco,
director of public relations/marketing for
Carolee and Tom Baptist, executive director
of Audubon Connecticut mingle at a garden
party-themed cocktail party at Carolee on
East Elm Street in April co-hosted by House
& Gardenwith 15 percent of all purchases
going to Audubon Greenwich.

�� Bill 6393 would have allowed municipalities to enact a real
estate conveyance tax ranging up to 1% to be used for open
space or farmland protection, brownfield remediation,
recreational land, and/or affordable housing. The bill died
in the Finance Committee.

�� Endangered Lands: Bill 1240 will help protect water quality
and watershed lands by requiring written notice to the
Commissioner of Public Health whenever a local application
is filed for a project on the watershed of a water company or
within an aquifer protection area. 

�� Long Island Sound: Bill 637 will create a New York/
Connecticut bi-state committee to make a range of recom-
mendations concerning protection of Long Island Sound. 
In a similar vein, Bill 1087 will create a Task Force to moni-
tor and make recommendations about the proposed
Broadwater re-gassification plant. Bill 132 seeks to establish
a program to help restore the SoundÕs lobster fishery. At the
federal level, Audubon is supporting passage of the Long
Island Sound Stewardship Act (S. 158/H.R. 307). This bill
re-authorizes the Long Island Sound Restoration Act that
provides $4-7 million annually for sewage plant upgrades in
the region. The Stewardship Act authorizes $25 million for
protection of important ecological, open space, recreational
and access areas around the Sound. Please urge your 
congressmen and senators to support this key legislation!

�� Pesticides: Bill 916 restricts the use of pesticides at
preschools, elementary schools, and day care facilities. 

�� Light Pollution: Bill 94 will reduce light pollution at state
buildings and facilities.

�� Invasive Plants: Bill 590 prohibits municipalities from enact-
ing a local ban on invasive plants until February 6, 2006,
giving the Invasive Plants Council time to make additional
recommendations; gives the Dept. of Agriculture and the
Agricultural Experimental Station the right to enforce the
Act; and explicitly allows the possession and transportation
of invasive plants without penalty when part of eradication
efforts.

�� Farmland: In addition to the funding strategies mentioned
above, a number of bills are seeking to further farmland
protection efforts including the following: 359; 872; 1081;
1082; 1153; 5423; 6771.

�� Other bills of interest involve ATVs (5599), Bottle Bill (871),
Clean Diesel (920), Community Preservation (6703), the
Eight Mile River (6414), Green Buildings Standards (923),
Mercury Warnings (876), Plans of Conservation and
Development (6570), Bonding to protect the Preserve and
Oswegatchie Hills (6415), State Parks (1268), and Stream
Flow (1294).

If you have questions or need additional information, 
contact Sandy Breslin at (203) 264-5098 x307 or by email at
sbreslin@audubon.org. The General AssemblyÕs web site is
www.cga.ct.gov.

When you speak, legislators listen. Become an Audubon
Advocate and help support the effort to protect birds,
other wildlife and their habitats. You will receive periodic
updates on legislative issues and from time-to-time, weÕll
send out action alerts. Use the Network to keep informed
or to take action Ð the choice is yours! To join, email
AudubonActCT-subscribe@yahoogroups.com today!

Connecticut General Assembly WrapUp
continued from page 1

David Ames



Northern Trust 
sponsors Nature
Arts Gallery
Audubon Greenwich is pleased to welcome
Northern Trust as a sponsor of the Nature
Arts Gallery. Featuring the artwork of local
and nationally renowned artists with six
changing shows each year, the Nature Arts
Gallery brings nature indoors through art.
Upcoming exhibitions include:

¥ Now through June:  

Sand Paintings
by PaPa BoBo Pedro

Abstract sand paintings constructed from all
natural colorful sands expressing numerous
themes from floral imagery, nature and trees,
to physical objects and metaphysical ponder-
ings. Each painting is highly textural with
thousands of grains of deep vibrant sand
placed in handmade leather frames.

¥ July and August:  
To Be Announced

¥ Upcoming in September & October:  

Peter C. Stone
Northern Trust is proud to be the sponsor of
Audubon Greenwich and the Nature Arts
Gallery says Jeff Kauffman, President &
CEO, Personal Financial Services, of the
Greater New York Northern Trust.
Northern Trust has a long tradition of caring
for the communities in which we do business
and of giving back to them. The Gallery
offers a wonderful opportunity to experience
nature through art.  Our sincere thanks to
Northern Trust.

10¥ AudubonGreenwich In Flight

Thank you to our Friends
All who volunteered at Spring Into Audubon, especially Dara Reid of
Wildlife in Crisis and United Van Lines; our spectacular Teacher
Naturalist team; Camille Broderick for her leadership of the
Education Committee and all her help in so many ways; Lucinda
Watson, our friendly storyteller; Natural Lawn of America in New
Canaan and Richard Leonard; office assistants Muriel Gantz and
Mary Joy Leaper; ChildrenÕs Learning Center docents Sean DiSesa
and Beatrice Goldsmith; and a special welcome to our Store Sales
assistants Karun Jacob and Myra Stafford; the monthly volunteer crew
from Stanwich High School; and finally, thanks to our Spring 2005
High School Interns, Erica Lagotte from Armonk and Amanda
DeRosa of Greenwich.

Teacher Naturalists searching Indian Spring Pond fo r creatures that
they will soon use to teach Fresh Water Ecology to students during
their Spring programs.

Sand Painting by PaPa BoBo Pedro

Wish List
New or used, a donation of a wish list item is greatly appreciated.
Before you throw it out, think of us. Call Madeline at 203-869-5272
Ext. 226 if you can help. Donation of items is tax-deductible. Audubon
would like to send a sincere thank you to our good friends who
donated items from our previous wish list. Items we need: pick-up
truck; taxidermy specimens: carport awning; framing services for bird
prints; binoculars; portable projector screen; televisions for classrooms;
video camera.
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Celebrate National AudubonÕs 
100th Anniversary at the Audubon
Greenwich Nature Store!
A wonderful selection of Audubon-endorsed 
products from animal identification guides to toys
to bird feeders and houses.
The store is open 7 days a week from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. ItÕs not The Avenue! Visit us soon!

Nature Store News
Summer 2005

AOC Wine Club Teams 
up with Audubon
Bird lovers and wine 
connoisseurs delight!
AOC Fine Wines of Old Greenwich has been
working with Audubon naturalist Ted Gilman
to bring the worlds of wine and birds together.
The AOC Wine Club features a different wine
region and corresponding bird habitat each month.  Each
month club members receive 2-3 bottles of the regionÕs wine
delivered to their home along with an accompanying descrip-
tion of the fine wines, geography, climate and birds of that
region. Membership is $50 a month, and it makes a great gift
too. Audubon Greenwich receives a percentage of the proceeds
from the club. In addition to the Wine Club, AOC has been a
strong supporter of Audubon Greenwich with generous dona-
tions to our various fund-raising events. We thank Emmanuel
Dupuy dÕAngeac and AOC for their support. For more infor-
mation, go to www.aocfinewines.com, visit them at 195 Sound
Beach Avenue in Old Greenwich or call them at 203-637-4541.

Sign up for E-Advocate and Speak Up for Connecticut  Wildlife

Join AudubonÕs E-Advocate email list for timely action-alerts on what you can do to help with key legislation affecting
ConnecticutÕs environment, birds, other wildlife and their habitats.

This is a free, no-obligation list open to anyone regardless of their Audubon membership status.
To join, simply send a blank email to:AudubonActCT-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

or contact Audubon ConnecticutÕs Director of Governmental Affairs, Sandy Breslin, at 203-264-5098.

Step Up To The Plate For Wildlife
Show your support by displaying a wildlife license plate on your 

vehicle. Thirty-five dollars from the sale of
each Connecticut wildlife plate will be
deposited into the Wildlife Conservation
Fund to benefit species in need of 
conservation. In addition, $10 of each 
$15 plate renewal will be deposited into 
the fund.The money will be used for 
wildlife research and management, wildlife
population inventories and projects that help restore low or declining
populations, and the acquisition and restoration of wildlife habitats.

License plate applications can be found at most Department of Motor
Vehicle (DMV) and DEP offices or they can be found at their respective
web sites: www.ct.gov/dmv and http://dep.state.ct.us/.



A new fawn, rust-colored with white dots, lying curled
up in a quiet woodland corner awaiting its motherÕs
return and its next meal; the continuous flow of
conversation-like song from a gray catbird as it
sends out its claim over the local briar patch,
lawn and garden which it patrols for tempting
insect morsels; butterflies on parade in our
meadows and butterfly garden and the fun of
the annual summer butterfly count; baby 
woodchucks venturing out for the first time into
their nearby world of things green and edible; 
little brown bats, big brown bats and red bats 
fluttering through the night-time skies in constant
pursuit of night-flying moths, beetles, and other six-
legged meals; the delicate beauty of snow-white water lilies
opening for the mid-day sun, only to close again before late
afternoon; Ichneumon wasps, probing rotting trees with their
amazingly long, thread-like ovipositors to lay eggs on insect
larva hidden within the wood; great-crested flycatchers dashing

out from their mid-canopy perches to capture a passing
fly or beetle to deliver to hungry nestlings in a tree

cavity decorated with their trademark shed 
snakeskin; a ghost-like six-pointed star, slowly
floating through the air near wetlands, consisting
of the puffy anklets on the legs of a slow-flying
phantom crane fly; the tiny wonder of a fully-
formed baby American Toad or Spring Peeper,
which would barely cover your fingernail on
your ring finger, newly emerged from the pond;

the timeless miracle of a dragonfly emerging from
its nymphal skin on the stem of a cattail at Indian

Spring Pond; the late summer serenade of the night
insect orchestra of katydids, cone-headed grasshoppers,

and tree crickets; sudden streaks of light across the night-time
sky August 10-13 as the Perseid meteor showers provide their
annual show; flickering shadows across the moon as early 
songbird migrants begin their return journeys to lands to the
south, foretelling the return of autumn and winter once again.
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SAVE THE DATES!

SAT. & SUN.,  SEPT. 17 & 18

HawkWatch Weekend
Come watch the hawks soar over the Audubon Center
in Greenwich on HawkWatch weekend. Our Quaker
Ridge HawkWatch is the perfect spot to view this
amazing migration.

SAT., OCT. 1

Dancing with Nature: 
A Celebration of 100 Years of Conservation
Belle Haven Club, Greenwich. Live music and dancing 
on the Sound in support of Audubon Greenwich.

Eastern Tiger
Swallowtail


