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The Great Backyard Bird Count is an annual four-day
event that engages bird watchers of all levels in counting
birds and reporting their results to create a late-winter snap-
shot of the numbers, kinds, and distribution of birds across
the continent. Participants count birds for as little or as long
as they wish during the four-day period and tally the highest
number of birds of each species that they see at any one
time. At the Great Backyard Bird Count web site, they Þll
out an online checklist to submit their counts. As the count
progresses, anyone with Internet access can explore what is
being reported from their own towns or anywhere in the
United States and Canada. They can also see how this yearÕs
numbers compare with those from the eight previous years.

After the count, scientists analyze the results and post
summaries highlighting the yearÕs trends and Þndings.
Scientists and bird enthusiasts can learn a lot by knowing
where the birds are. Bird populations are dynamic, they are
constantly in ßux. Scientists use the data, along with obser-
vations from other citizen-science projects, such as the
Christmas Bird Count, Project FeederWatch, and eBird, to
give an immense picture of our winter birds. Each year that
these data are collected makes them more important and
meaningful and makes it possible for more patterns to be
seen, more new questions discovered and insights gained. 

Here in Greenwich the count was publicized by
Audubon Greenwich and recorded 1,094 individual birds
and 57 different species.  16 checklists were submitted by
GreenwichÕs backyard birders.  Last year our town had 1,190

birds and 36 species. The most numerous land bird species
was European starling with 83 seen. The most numerous
waterbirds were gulls with 96 ring-billed gulls and 69 
herring gulls. One very unusual holdover from fall migration
was a grasshopper sparrow observed at Greenwich Point.
The variety and numbers of birds observed this year may
well have been reduced by the cold blustery weather which
prevailed during some parts of the count weekend, causing
many birds to seek shelter. For a detailed list go to
www.birdsource.org/gbbc and click on Explore the Results.
The Þrst February count in 1998 in Greenwich, with far
fewer bird watchers participating, recorded only 363 birds
and 28 species. This year statewide 718 checklists were 
submitted by birders in 143 towns, and recorded 44,692
individual birds and 117 species. Complete tallies and maps
are available at the Great Backyard Bird Count web site:
www.birdsource.org/gbbc.

Backyard Bird CountÕs Fascinating Findings in February
Record-breaking 623 species identiÞed in four-day continent-wide bird event

The ninth annual Great Backyard Bird Count, which took place 
February 17 - 20, set new records as participation soared across the 
United States and Canada. From backyards to wildlife refuges, 
watchers tallied a record-breaking 623 bird species and 7.5 million 
individual birds during the four-day event, coordinated by the
Cornell Lab of Ornithology and National Audubon Society.
Participants sent in more than 60,000 checklists, providing a
wealth of information unmatched in previous years.
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The ßood of reports in the U.S. and Canada yielded what would have been other-
wise impossible:- a comprehensive snapshot of the continentÕs birdlife. ÒWith more 
people watching birds, together we discovered amazing things,Ó said Paul Green,
director of Citizen Science for National Audubon Society. In some places, observers
described ßocks of robins so large their combined calls were louder than jetliners, 
and good seed crops in northwest Canada caused several species of seedeaters to
remain in sub-zero northern Canada rather than move to warmer areas further south.

American Robins are typically reported in greatest number by observers in the
balmy southern states, but they inundated the Northwest this year, including
Washington State, where ßocks of 40,000 or more were seen and totals skyrocketed
to 96 percent above last yearÕs count. In contrast, tallies of robins were down to

less than one-half of their 2005
numbers in Texas, Louisiana and
Mississippi for reasons that are as
yet unclear.

Although most insect-loving
birds travel south of the United
States in winter, warm weather
may also have enticed some
swallow and warbler species to
stay farther north than usual,
living on a partly vegetarian diet.
The number of bird watchers who

reported Orange-crowned Warblers rose by more than 50 percent compared with
last year and they reported twice as many birds, some of which were eating suet and
nectar from feeders. Tree Swallows, which can feed on bayberry berries during
winter, have broadened their distribution from 11 states in 2001 to 20 states in 2006.
Adjusted numbers were up by 134 percent compared with last year. 

In addition to tallies and maps, the Great Backyard Bird Count web site
www.birdsource.org/gbbc contains photos and narratives about other birds Ð 
including species in southern states hit by hurricanes, the stunning invasion of Snowy
Owls in the PaciÞc Northwest, migratory pathways of Sandhill Cranes, regional 
rarities such as a Black-throated Blue Warbler in Connecticut, and continued drops
in counts of American Crows, which have been plagued by West Nile virus. 

The success of citizen-science projects such as the Great Backyard Bird Count
is built upon the generosity, skill, and enthusiasm of our participants. ÒIt was
incredibly exciting to watch the number of checklists climb this year,Ó said Janis
Dickinson, director of Citizen Science for the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. Next
yearÕs Great Backyard Bird Count takes place February 2007. 

The Great Backyard Bird Count is managed by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology
and the National Audubon Society. The Cornell Lab of Ornithology is a nonproÞt
membership institution interpreting and conserving the earthÕs biological diversity
through research, education, and citizen science focused on birds. Audubon is dedi-
cated to protecting birds and other wildlife and the habitat that supports them. Their
national network of community-based nature centers and chapters, scientiÞc and
educational programs, and advocacy on behalf of areas sustaining important bird
populations, engage millions of people of all ages and backgrounds in conservation. 

For more information on how you can get involved in the Great Backyard Bird
Count or other yearly bird counts, contact Audubon Greenwich.

The Mission of Audubon Greenwich is to 
motivate people to conserve, restore, and
enjoy nature, focusing on birds, other wildlife,
and their habitats, through education, land
stewardship, science, and public policy advocacy.
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Quaker Ridge
Hawk Watch 
Reminder

While the lazy hazy days of
summer are still upon us, autumn
breezes are not far off which
meansÉget ready for Hawkwatch!

Since the early 1980Õs, long-time
dedicated hawk watchers, as well as
newcomers, have gathered on the
lawn at Audubon Greenwich to
witness the annual spectacle of
nature Ð thousands of raptors 
passing over the Quaker Ridge
Hawkwatch site, soaring on 
thermal currents on their southern
migration ßights.

Beginning in early  September
through mid-November, Audubon
Staffers will be on hand daily to
answer your questions and help
identify the raptors soaring 
overhead. On weekends we rely
upon volunteer hawkwatchers to
count the hawks. If you have good
hawk ID skills and would like to
volunteer, please call Brian OÕToole
at 869-5272. 

At the 2005 fall hawkwatch, observers 
counted a total of 14,438 raptors including 
105 spectacular Bald Eagles.

Spring Into Audubon

On Sunday, May 21, Audubon
greenwich celebrated with the
annual ÒSpring Into AudubonÓ
Wildlife Festival. Over 500 
visitors enjoyed nature crafts,
games, live animal presentations,
and discovered Indian Pond.

Spring Into Audubon visitors gathering to watch the  raptor presentations

Falconer Jen Pena and her feathered friends.

Boreal Birds and Nocturnal Migration

To help preserve boreal forest habitat, people can reduce their use of paper products, par-
ticularly those made from boreal forest trees. For information about this and other subjects
about boreal birds, visit borealbirds.org.

The evening before the festival, Audubon members and guests
were treated to a Nocturnal Bird Migration Concert. The
evening began with Scott Weidensaul (right), a naturalist and
author renowned for his books on nature and bird migration.
This memorable talk was followed by Jeff Wells (left) from
the Boreal Songbird Initiative who demonstrated how people
can listen to bird migration at night with simple listening
devices and use computers to translate which calls are heard.
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Bird Club Announces New Name
Audubon Greenwich is pleased to announce that a new name has been

given to our local group of citizen scientists. Hereafter, we will be known as
the ÒQuaker Ridge Bird Club.Ó 

As you may have read in recent newsletters, the Audubon Greenwich
Science Committee and our local birding community formed a local group
of Greenwich, Stamford and Westchester birders. This social birding club
helps carry out various bird counts, research projects, and presents lectures,
programs about birds, science and nature.

The group holds meetings periodically to meet fellow birders and to Þnd
out what is happening locally with birds. We welcome suggestions about 
what you would like to have presented for future programs. For more
information and to be placed on the birding groups email list, contact Science
Committee Chair Gary Palmer at 203-661-4897 or email Jeff Cordulack at
jcordulack@audubon.org.

We look forward to seeing you at the next meeting of the Quaker Ridge
Bird Club!

Annual Summer 
Bird Count Ð 
A Two-Day Event
Saturday, June 10 
and Sunday June 11
Summer is here É

and so are the birds!
On Saturday, June 10 and Sunday,

June 11, join teams of birders for the
Summer Bird Count and count as
many birds as possible. Audubon
Greenwich will be coordinating the
annual event and organizing groups
for our 15-mile count circle covering
areas of Greenwich, Stamford,
Darien, New Canaan, and parts of
Westchester county.

Many birds we see in our area
during spring and summer spend
their winters in South America. They
migrate here to take advantage of the
all-you-can-eat buffet of fruits and
insects that burst forth each spring
and summer. So this may be the only
time of year to see warm weather resi-
dents such as the ovenbird or a blue
winged warbler.

The 2005 tally included three
species which were new to the count:
three WilsonÕs storm-petrels, a Manx
shearwater, and a northern gannet.
And teams in Stamford were treated
to sightings of a yellow-crowned night
heron at the Bartlett Arboretum and
an always impressive peregrine falcon.

Persons interested in joining 
bird-count teams should contact 
Ted Gilman or Brian OÕToole at 
203-869-5272. The meeting for the
Þnal compilation count is scheduled
for Sunday at 2:30 pm at Audubon
Greenwich.

QUAKER RIDGE 
B I R D  C L U B



Weekly Events by Email
Once a week, the education department sends email announcements about

upcoming nature programs and special events.To sign up automatically, simply send a blank email to:
audubongreenwichnews-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Do you have an interest in the natural world? Would you like to share your 
interest with others? Would you like to learn more about nature?

Plan to join the Audubon Greenwich Teacher Naturalist (TN) Training and
learn to lead hands-on, science-based school programs. No experience is 
necessary, and the training is free. As a TN-in-training you will gain natural 
history knowledge taught by our experienced Education Specialists, enjoy
social gatherings and trips to other centers, museums, and sanctuaries,
receive discounts at our Nature Store, and meet other nature enthusiasts.

During the school year, hundreds of students from schools in FairÞeld and
Westchester Counties enjoy a break from their indoor classrooms and head
to Audubon Greenwich where our trained volunteer Teacher Naturalists lead
them and their teachers in a variety of hands-on, outdoor, nature education
programs.The commitment and enthusiasm of our Teacher Naturalists allows
us to offer school children these exciting opportunities.

Please contact the Education Department for details .

Join the Audubon Naturalist Team
Volunteer Naturalist Training Begins in the Septemb er

Education Specialist Ted Gilman has been teaching a dults
as to be naturalists since he began his career here  at
Audubon Greenwich nearly three decades ago.

OwlÕs Glare 
by David Tunick
Local Photographer
Springs Into Action
This impressive photograph was taken
by David Tunick, local teen, at the 2005
Spring Into Audubon Festival.This is
one of DavidÕs many photos of birds
and animals.To see more of his work,
visit the Þrst ßoor of the Kimberlin
Nature Center where his photos are 
decorating the hallways.
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Programs are suitable for all ages unless otherwise indicated.  Please register for all programs by calling 203-869-5272 to reserve your spot. Programs start at the Kimberlin Nature Center at Audubon Greenwich, 613 Riversville Rd.,
Program fees are $3.00 for adult members, $5.00 for adult non-members, $1.50 for member children and seniors, $3.00 for non-member children and seniors. Programs are no charge to Teacher Naturalists as part of their ongoing training.

AUDUBON GREENWICH NATURE PROGRAM CALENDAR
S U M M E R  2 0 0 6

J U N E
Saturday, June 3 
Early AM Bird Walk - Audubon Greenwich
7:00 - 8:45 am
Rise and shine and meet us on the lawn at the Quaker Ridge
HawkWatch when fellow birders head out to search the grounds
for nesting neotropicals and others sightings in AudubonÕs main
sanctuary at 613 Riversville Road. Free.

Saturday, June 3
CT Trails Day Hike: 
Fairchild Wildßower Sanctuary
10:00 am - 12:30 pm
Enjoy an energetic walk throughout the
Fairchild Wildßower Garden & Nature
Sanctuary. The mixed deciduous forest
and wet meadows are wonderful to
explore and are likely to host dragonßies,
frogs, and plenty of song birds for all to
enjoy. Bring a camera & meet at the
Fairchild Wildßower Sanctuary parking
area on North Porchuck Road, approxi-
mately 1/2 mile east from intersection with Riversville
Road.Trails are well-established trails but are medium to 
difficult, with hills. Bring a beverage and a trail snack. 
Pre-registration requested: Call 203-869-5272 x239. Free.

Saturday, June 17
Early AM Bird Walk - 
Fairchild Wildßower Garden
7:00 - 8:45 am
Rise and shine and meet us in the parking area on North
Porchuck Road. We will search wetland meadows and 
the surrounding woodlands for post-bird count sightings. 
Free.

Saturday, June 17
Early Summer Meadows of 
Fairchild Wildßower Garden
2:00 - 3:30 PM
Explore AudubonÕs Fairchild
Wildßower Garden, on North
Porchuck Road, and discover 
the wonderful variety of 
ßowers, birds, grasshoppers, 
spiders, and other animal 
life in the meadow. Meet at
Fairchild Garden parking lot.

Saturday, June 24
Early AM Bird Walk - 
Audubon Greenwich
7:00 - 8:45 am
Rise and shine and meet us on the lawn at the Quaker Ridge
Hawkwatch when fellow birders head out to search the grounds
for our feathered friends. Meet at AudubonÕs main sanctuary at
613 Riversville Road. Free.

J U L Y
Sunday, July 2
Fireßies - NatureÕs Fireworks 
8:30 - 9:30 pm
Come outside at night at the Audubon Center and learn the 
mysteries and marvels of these early summer living lanterns.
Sign up with Ted at 203-869-5272 ext. 230

Saturday, July 15
Byram River Creature Search
2:00 - 3:30 pm
Get into the ßow of river study as we seek out the various
mayßies, damselßies, crayÞsh, minnows, and other creatures that
live in our local branch of the Byram River. You do not have to
get your feet wet but, if you wish to wade in the river, please
wear old sneakers or rubber boots. No bare feet will be allowed.

Saturday, July 22 
World of Night Walk
8:30 - 9:45 pm 
Join us for a walk to explore the dusk
and night-time natural world.We will
watch for bats, search for newly
emerged spring peepers, listen for insects, owls, coyotes, and other
night sounds and scan the forest ßoor for spider eyes and FoxÞre.
Bring a ßashlight and sneakers or sturdy shoes for uneven trails.

Saturday, July 29
Dragons and Damsels
10:00 - 11:30 am
Be prepared for lots of aerial action as we observe these expert
ßiers with powerful jaws, spiny legs, and eyes with thousands of
lenses. WeÕll meet brießy inside to examine some specimens and
references and then take a walk to Þeld, pond, river, and lake to
observe the behavior and variety of forms of our local dragonßies
and damselßies. Loaner binoculars will be available. 

A U G U S T
Saturday,August 5 
The Summer Insect Orchestra
8:00 - 9:00 pm
Learn about daytime and nighttime insect musicians in local
woods and Þelds as we explore Audubon Greenwich at night.
Bring a ßashlight and sturdy walking shoes.

Sunday,August 6 
Byram River Gorge Hike
9:30 - 11:30 am
Hike the Byram River Gorge with an Audubon naturalist and
explore this hidden riparian habitat. Meet at Audubon
Greenwich to carpool to the site. Registration required. 
Sign up with Jeff at 203-869-5272, ext. 239

Saturday,August 26     
Hints of Autumn Migration   
2:00 - 3:30 pm
WeÕll watch for early migrating butterßies, songbirds and raptors
and learn about the hawk migration which will be just starting
and how you can help us count the hawks this fall. Meet on
HawkWatch Lawn.

C O M I N G  I N  S E P T E M B E R
HawkWatch Weekend   
September 16 and 17

¥ Hawk Shows
¥ Hikes
¥ Family Fun and Games
¥ And much more!

Summer Bird Count ~ All Day
June 10 & June 11         
Help us count all the breeding birds in the
Greenwich/Stamford summer bird count 
circle. (Also includes parts of Darien, 
New Canaan, and Westchester County, 
NY.). To join a Þeld team for part or all 
of a day, please contact Brian or Ted 
at the Audubon Center at 203-869-5272. Free. 

Final bird count sighting compilation meeting: 
Sunday at 2:30PM at the Audubon Center.

Delicate blue
Forget-me-nots
are common in
the wetland areas
of the Fairchild
Wildßower
Garden.

Saturday, July 8
Annual Butterßy Count 
10:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Grab a pair of binoculars and head out to join Audubon staff
and & volunteers as they participate in this citizen science effort
in conjunction with North American Butterßy Association.

10:00-10:30 am:Orientation session to learn butterßy 
identiÞcation, butterßy plants, and the count procedures.

10:30 - 5:00 pm:Butterßy Counting in the Þeld. 

If you are interested in counting for any part of the day, contact
Ted Gilman 203-869-5272 ext. 230.

July 9 will be the rain date.

Audubon Greenwich    ¥    613 Riversville Road    ¥     Greenwich, CT 06831    ¥    203-869-5272    ¥    greenwich.center.audubon.org

Northern
Cardinal

CoyoteCoyote

August 12 & August 13       
Sharon Audubon Festival ~ All Day   
A wonderful mix of natural history programs 
for children, adults and families, led by leading 
naturalists from the region. Call Audubon Sharon in
Sharon, CT for details: 860-364-0520
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If you wish to visit a live butternut in 
a beautiful setting, stop by AudubonÕs
Fairchild Wildßower Garden Sanctuary
on North Porchuck Road in Northern
Greenwich. It grows in the wetland
meadow, next to the Wetland Meadow
interpretive sign marked ÒDÓ on the
trail map in the parking area. 
Growing nearby, a few of its relatives,
including the shagbark and the 
bitternut hickories, stand watch 
over this tree. 

For directions to the Fairchild
Wildßower Garden, call 203-869-5272.
For information about Butternut 
conservation effort, contact Michael 
E. Ostry at: mostry@fs.fed.us or 
651-649-5113.

Saving the Butternut - a Fairchild Garden resident
The Good

¥ Butternut trees are highly valued for their wood by woodcarvers and by
wildlife and people for their tasty nuts.

¥ The fruits of this tree are high in antioxidants and butternut bark extracts 
have a high level of antifungal activity against a range of human pathogens
indicating potential pharmaceutical values.

¥ Butternut trees are close relatives of the black walnut and grow across much of
the same geographic region in Eastern North America.

The Bad

¥ An exotic fungus causes a lethal canker disease that is threatening the 
existence of the butternut throughout its region. First detected in 1967 
and undescribed until 1979, the fungus is thought to have been introduced, but
its origin is unknown.

¥ Butternut is the only species killed by the fungus. Eastern black walnut and
Japanese walnut can become infected but are not killed. In greenhouses, sever-
al other hardwood species and commercial walnut cultivars are susceptible, to 
varying degrees. 

¥ In parts of its range, some healthy butternuts are actually hybrids between 
butternut and Japanese Walnut, which thus dilute the pure species in the 
landscape.

The Potential

¥ There is good evidence that resistant butternut trees are growing among
severely diseased tress. These trees need to be conserved for future research,
breeding and restoration.

¥ The North American Central Research Station and many partners are 
identifying and propagating butternut that may
have resistance to the disease with the objective 
of restoring the species. 

¥ Researchers are also testing various forest 
management systems to conserve and 
regenerate butternut trees across the landscape.

SUMMER CAMP 2006
Our  Summer Camps are Þlling fast.
Programs are available for children entering 
grades K-5, grades 6-9. Submit your application now
to reserve a space. For details, please call Lindsey
White (ext. 235) or Jeff Cordulack (ext. 239) in the
Education Department at 203-869-5272.

DonÕt Miss Out on the Summer Fun!

The high levels of antifungal
activity found in Butternut
bark indicates potential
pharmaceutical values
against a range of human
pathogens.

The high levels of antifungal
activity found in Butternut
bark indicates potential
pharmaceutical values
against a range of human
pathogens.



Monarch Butterßy caterpillars raised 
by Annette Cunniffe

With all of the challenges facing Monarch butterßies, from dwindling Mexican 
forest wintering grounds, to decreasing availability of milkweed here in the United
States, Annette Cunniffe, our Butterßy and Hummingbird Garden volunteer, was not
about to allow high mortality among the local Monarch population last summer to
add to the woes of this lovely species.

Seeing Monarch eggs and larvae being eaten by other insects, Annette decided to
take action to help. With the help of Audubon summer campers and staff, over 150
Monarch eggs and caterpillars were collected in and around the Audubon Butterßy
and Hummingbird Garden and other
sites. The next step was to set up a pro-
tected rearing environment for them at
her home, complete with butterßyweed
milkweed plants for food and a netting
enclosure to defend against insect 
predators. Cuttings of milkweed leaves
were anchored in Þlm canisters for
younger caterpillars to feed on. As the
caterpillars became larger, they were
transferred to the butterßyweed to 
continue feeding.

This was a very labor-intensive project, but the results were well worth it.
While Annette was not able to save every caterpillar, a total of 152 Monarch 

butterßies were reared and released, along with one spicebush swallowtail and one
black swallowtail butterßy. These efforts should help our local Monarch butterßy
population to rebound.

Annette hopes to repeat the effort this summer.
If more backyards, schoolyards, parks, and roadsides included butterßyweed or

common milkweed among their plantings, then there would be many more places 
for Monarch butterßies to lay their eggs and for those eggs to mature into a new 
generation of adult butterßies.

And, if more homeowners and municipal and commercial landscapers participate
in the Audubon At Home effort to reduce the amounts of pesticides we use in our
yards and communities, we will have healthier yards and towns for both butterßies
and children.

We would welcome reports from any of 
our readers who include milkweed in their 
gardens and observe successful growth of
Monarch caterpillars and the emergence of
adult butterßies in their yards.

If you would like more information about
local butterßies and butterßy gardening and 
the Audubon At  Home program, please 
contact the Audubon Center at 203-869-5272.
We will be happy to answer questions, provide
resource materials, and direct you to where you
can enjoy our own Audubon Butterßy and
Hummingbird Garden.

The 2005 Summer Butterßy Count resulted
in a disappointing lack of Monarchs.

Annette Cuniffe headed a 
program to help rear 

Monarch 
caterpillars.

HOW YOU CAN HELPÉ
Milkweed is wonderful in 
gardens.Two varieties to
plant in the northeast are
Asclepias tuberosaand
Asclepias speciosa.
Call your local nursery 
to order this and other
native plants today.

Summer 2006 ¥9
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A spiny micrathena spider with bizarre, 
multi-spined body, looking like a half roasted
marshmallow, suspended at the center of
its lovely orb web, spanning a woodland
trail; bumblebees and spicebush swallow-
tail butterßies imbibing the alluring scented
nectar of sweet pepperbush ßowers at the
edges of woodland pools; daylong plaintive 
calling of young red-tailed hawks awaiting the next meal
of chipmunk, vole, grasshopper or squirrel brought by their
hard-working parents; the raspy, wing scraping evening 
serenade of katydids on hot summer nights; the ageless wonder
of a child observing the emergence of a dragonßy from its
nymphal skin at the edge of a pond; young woodchucks 
venturing forth on rich green lawns to taste their Þrst clover;

eager youngsters with nets and patient 
observant adults with Þeld guides sorting

through the Audubon CenterÕs butterßies
for the annual July Butterßy Count; water
snakes basking on rocks below the Mead

Lake spillway; honeybees making countless
roundtrip ßights to gather nectar and pollen

from thousands of mid-summer ßowers; wild 
strawberries, wild black cherry, elderberry; the pleasant

companionship of a grey catbird as it seeks out insects and
berries while you do your gardening or enjoy a backyard rest;
the ßash, boom and rumble of a strong summer thunderstorm
and the welcome cool air which follows on a hot summerÕs after-
noon; the Þrst blood-red leaf fallen from a tupelo by a woodland
pond foretelling the multi-colored autumn spectacle to come.
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Summer Bird Count
Saturday, June 10 and Sunday, June 11
See pages 6 & 7 Ð Sign up today.

Teacher Naturalist Training
Volunteer with the Education Department. 
See page 10 for details.

woodchuck


