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December 18th marks the date of our annual Christmas Bird Count which has been held
since 1911. By conducting the yearly count we have been able to keep close tabs on our bird pop-
ulation and can monitor trends in individual species. For instance, in New England there has
been a steady and consistent decline in American Black Duck, Northern Bobwhite, American
Kestrel, Herring Gull, American Crow and Evening Grosbeak. In contrast, some species are
increasing such as Black Vulture, Red-Bellied Woodpecker and Northern Cardinal.

The reasons for these trends are undoubtedly varied and complex, but among the probable
causes are almost certainly global climate change, habitat change, the effect of West Nile virus,
and reduction in availability of food sources associated with human activity. For results from
past Audubon Christmas bird counts, occurring throughout the 20th century, visit:
www.audubon.org/bird/cbc/.

Christmas Bird Count 2005
By Gary Palmer, Science Committee Chair & Brian OÕToole, Audubon Birder

Calling all birdwatchers! We need your help on December 18 to count our local birds.

Continued on page 2

Come experience winter in a whole new way
during our February winter vacation. Campers
will go on snowy hikes, play fun games and make

cool crafts from 9:30 am to 2:30 pm. Children in
grades kindergarten through 5 can register for one day, two
days or for all three days. There will be separate sessions for
the younger and older campers. Each day is different and
each day will be built around a new theme. 

¥ Tuesday Ð Learn all about what the Marvelous
Mammalsare doing during the cold winter months.
Examine mammal skulls and specimens, search for 
animal homes, and look for tracks and traces
out on the trails. 

¥ WednesdayÐ Find out how Winter Brrrdsspend
their winter hereÐ and how they survive the 
blustery weather. 

¥ ThursdayÐ Focus on the Wonders of Winterwhen
campers will explore different wintry topics Ð from
snow and ice, and trees and animals in winter. 

Children should be prepared to be outside in variable
winter weather conditions. Appropriate clothing should
include: a jacket, snow pants, hat, mittens/gloves, boots and

warm clothing. Children must also bring a snack and a
lunch. The fee for camp is $50/day for members; $60/day for 
non-members.To register or for more information, please
contact Liz or Lindsey at 203-869-5272.

Families that participate in ConnecticutÕs ÔFree & Reduced
LunchÕ program may qualify for financial assistance, please
contact the Education Program Manager, Jeff Cordulack at 
203-869-5272 x239.
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Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, February 21 - 23 for children in grades K-5   

�
��

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
Sat., Dec. 24 Ð Shop for last minute gifts in the Nature Store until 3 pm.

Trails are open until 5pm.
Sat. & Sun., Dec. 25 & 26 Ð Trails open 9 am - 5 pm. Center and Store closed.
Sat., Dec. 31 Ð Nature Center, Store & Trails open 9 am - 5 pm
Sun. & Mon., Jan. 1 & 2 Ð Trails open 9 am - 5 pm. Center and Store closed.
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William Ross 

This year is the 106th CBC. The first CBC was on Christmas Day of 1900 and
was organized as an alternative activity to an event called the side hunt where 
people chose sides and then went out and shot as many birds as they could. These
days practices have turned to counting birds rather than shooting them for obvious
reasons. Now birders are armed with binoculars and spotting scopes in their quest
to count the birds. Field parties of birders are assigned to designated areas within
our count circle to count all birds seen and heard.

Our count was first held in 1911 when 4 observers began counting the local
birds. Over the years our count has tallied an average of 112 species and 25,000-
30,000 individual birds a year. The count data is then submitted to National
Audubon for inclusion in their CBC database which includes all other counts 
conducted throughout the country.

For a preview of what to expect and an overview of Christmas Count trends,
come to our program on Saturday, December 10. See calendar for details. If you
would like to join a field party counting birds on December 18 , please call Gary
Palmer at 203-661-4897 or Ted Gilman at 203-869-5272 ext. 230. For those who
would rather count birds at home, please refer to the Backyard and Feeder
Checklist enclosed here in the newsletter. 

Christmas Bird Count continued from page 1

Want to know about AudubonÕs Birding events?
Audubon GreenwichÕs Birding Club regularly hosts lectures
and birding trips. If you would like Audubon to contact you
about these birding-related events, simply contact Jeff
Cordulack at jcordulack@audubon.org or 203-869-5272 x239.

SAVE THE DATE: All-Audubon Day Ð March 18, 2006
The 2nd Annual All-Audubon Day is set for Saturday March 18 from 8:30 am to
3:30 pm in the Southbury, CT area. It the one time each year that all Connecticut
Audubon members, staff, chapter leaders, and volunteers can get together to hear
timely presentations and attend workshops. Look for details  in our spring
newsletter.

Winter Hours for Deer Management Program 

Please note hunting season hours weekdays now through January 31, 2006:

¥ The Audubon Center and property at Riversville Road will be open from 
9 AM to 5 PM. No admittance before 9:00 AM.

¥ The Audubon Fairchild Wildflower Garden on North Porchuck Road will be
CLOSED all day on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays.

¥ Regular hours Ð grounds opened dawn through dusk Ð resume at these two 
sanctuaries on February 1, 2006.

There is no hunting and no change in open hours at the following Audubon
Greenwich sanctuaries:
¥ Gimbel Sanctuary (Sherwood Ave., Greenwich) 
¥ Oneida Drive Sanctuary (Oneida Dr. & Indian Harbor Dr., Greenwich) 
¥ Mildred Caldwell Sanctuary of Walden Woods (Bible St., Cos Cob) 
¥ Wood Duck Swamp (Carissa La., Greenwich) 



As you may have read in our summer newsletter, the
Audubon Greenwich Science Committee and our local birding
community have formed a local group of Greenwich, Stamford
and Westchester birders which will be a social birding club and
will help carry out various bird counts, research projects, and
present lectures, programs about birds, science and nature. Our
first program was held in November featuring James Dwyer,
our 2005 Quaker Ridge hawk watcher and Audubon Naturalist
Ted Gilman who spoke about nationwide hawk watch trends.  

We are pleased to announce two additional speaker programs
this winter. On Saturday, December 10 from 3:30 pm to 5:00 pm
in Kiernan Hall Trudy Battaly and Drew Panko will give a
presentation analyzing Christmas Bird Count trends using local
data from our Greenwich/Stamford counts. There will be time
for questions and answers and Ted Gilman will display various
study skins of birds we may see on December 18. This is a
chance to sign up for the count, meet area captains, and learn
how the exciting nationwide Christmas count works. See cover
article for more information on our Christmas Bird Count. 

On Saturday, February 25 from 3:30 pm to 5:00 pm, Tom
Baptist, executive director of Audubon Connecticut, will 
present a program on Birds of the Falkland Islands and the
research Audubon participated in there.This will also be a
time to receive the final 2005 Christmas Bird Count results.

These meetings will be a time to find out what is happening
locally with birds, and a chance to meet fellow birders. We
welcome suggestions about what you would like to have 
presented for future programs. For more information and to 
be placed on the birding groups email list, contact Science
Committee Chair Gary Palmer at 203-661-4897 or email 
Jeff Cordulack at jcordulack@audubon.org. 

We look forward to seeing you!
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Audubon Adventuresis an environmental
education program for children in grades 3 to
6. Developed by professional environmental
educators,Audubon Adventurespresents basic,
scientifically accurate facts about birds, wildlife,
and their habitats. It comes packaged as a
Classroom Kit (for 32 students) or Individual
Kit (for 1 student). The program is used by
classroom teachers, after-school program
coordinators, special education instructors,
language arts teachers, and homeschoolers.

Audubon Adventureswas originally 
developed at the Audubon Center in
Greenwich 21 years ago, and now, Audubon Greenwich wants
to again get the word out on this amazing award-winning edu-
cational kit to the school districts we serve. Since its inception,
over 7 million youngsters have participated in the program. 

The classroom kits comes complete with
thirty-two copies of four different sets of
student handouts (one for each theme) and
a 64-page teacherÕs guide, featuring
detailed lesson plans; hands-on activities;
duplicating masters; assessment questions;
answer keys; and more! The newest
Classroom Resource kit, called Cool
Critters, introduces children and teachers
to The Nature of Spiders, The Watery World
of Waterbirds,Return to Turtle Creek, and
Real-life Dragons & Damsels.Other
packaged lessons are available.

If you want to share the gift of Audubon Adventureswith
your neighborhood school, contact: Bonnie Godfrey (860) 364-
0048 or visit AudubonÕs web site www.audubon.org/educate/aa
where the curriculum can be purchased on line. 

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION MATERIALS FOR STUDENTS

Audubon Adventures Classroom kit Ð  Sponsor
one for a classroom near you today.

Audubon Greenwich Bird Club 
PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS

Fifteen-year-old William Darash photographed this r ed-tailed hawk
eating a black squirrel on Puritan Drive in Port Che ster.
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We saw Bald Eagles close up, and averaged two Bald Eagles
per day this season. That established a new season high of 105.
This yearÕs count matches perfectly with the long-term data
collected at Quaker Ridge (Figure 1). The fall raptor count
began here in 1971, the year before DDT was banned, and our
counts were low. Since then, as DDT has flushed from the
environment Bald Eagles have steadily increased. ThatÕs 
just Quaker Ridge, but itÕs fun to see our data reflecting the
national pattern.

Our data also reflect a national decline in migrating 
Sharp-shinned Hawks Ð we counted 3,042 this year (Figure 2).
Here are a few of the many  hypotheses to explain the decline;
1) In the early years of hawk watching, counters were taught
that there was major overlap in size between Sharp-shinned
Hawks and CooperÕs Hawks, so all but the very largest birds
were called CooperÕs. These days, were better at sorting the
two.  2) Sharp-shinned Hawks developed migratory behavior
because there was very little food available during the long
northern winter. The SharpiesÕ passerine prey migrated, and it

followed. These days, humans supplement winter food for
small birds so much that many passerines forgo migration.
Sharp-shinned Hawks may have caught onto this and decided
to stick around too.  3) Habitat loss, fragmentation, and pollu-
tion may be causing population declines reflected in our counts.
Sorting these hypotheses out is difficult, and right now the
consensus seems to be that all three factors are contributing.
Weather conditions can further complicate matters.

Our 2005 count of Broad-winged Hawks was low (8,378),
and weather was certainly a factor. Broad-wings migrate in
September, and this year September was marked by many
beautiful days of clear blue sky. Unfortunately, the kettles of
hawks blend right into those perfect skies and some likely
snuck by unnoticed.  

We also had great views of a Golden Eagle soaring just
overhead, of a Red-tailed Hawk capturing a snake, and of a
CooperÕs Hawk pulling a House Sparrow from the thistle. We
also saw lots of Osprey (691), some of them carrying snack
lunches (fish), and while we didnÕt quite break the yearly
record for Osprey, we were close. We did break the record for
Black Vultures with 44, but thatÕs no surprise. Black Vultures
are increasing in New England.

The rest of this yearÕs count, as of November 9,  2005, is 
listed in Figure 3. For
more detailed and up-
to-date information
on the Quaker Ridge
Hawk Watch, visit
www.hawkcount.org.
As always, thanks to
all the volunteers who
helped with the count.
It has been great 
getting to know 
you, and we couldnÕt
have done it without
you (especially Mike
Warner!).  

Our hawk watch
continues next fall. 

2005 Quaker Ridge Hawk Watch Report
by James Dwyer, Audubon Hawk Watcher

Figure 1: Quaker Ridge fall migrant Bald Eagles coun ted per 500 hours of observa-
tion between 1971 and 2005. 2005 data is preliminary . Converting raw count data
to 500 hours of observation helps standardize count ing effort between years.
Historical data courtesy of Joe Zeranski.

Figure 2: Quaker Ridge fall migrant Sharp-shinned Ha wks counted per 500 hours of
observation between 1971 and 2005. 2005 data is prel iminary. Converting raw
count data to 500 hours of observation helps standa rdize between years.
Historical data courtesy of Joe Zeranski.

The 2005 fall raptor migration count was punctuated by some exciting observations. We saw 32
Peregrine Falcons, one of which dove on and struck a Sharp-shinned Hawk hard enough to
knock the Sharpie out of the sky! Another Peregrine scooped an American Goldfinch out of the
field, and another zipped low over the sanctuary building and buzzed an elementary class.
We also had great views of lots of raptors passing low and slow over our heads.

Migrant raptors counted at Quaker
Ridge Hawk Watch from 18 August

2005 through 9 November, 2005.
BLACK VULTURE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .44
TURKEY VULTURE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .489
OSPREY  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .691
BALD EAGLE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .105
NORTHERN HARRIER  . . . . . . . . . . .109
SHARP-SHINNED HAWK  . . . . . . .3,042
COOPERS HAWK  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .390
NORTHERN GOSHAWK . . . . . . . . . . .5
RED-SHOULDERED HAWK . . . . . . .199
BROAD-WINGED HAWK . . . . . . .8,378
RED-TAILED HAWK . . . . . . . . . . . . .308
GOLDEN EAGLE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
AMERICAN KESTREL  . . . . . . . . . . . .405
MERLIN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .76
PEREGRINE FALCON . . . . . . . . . . . . .32
UNKNOWN RAPTOR  . . . . . . . . . . .160
TOTAL  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .14,438

Figure 3
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HawkWatch Weekend Soars!HawkWatch Weekend Soars!
HawkWatch Weekend

in mid-September was a
great festival at Audubon
Greenwich. Over 2,300
migrating raptors passed
over the Quaker Ridge
Hawk Watch site and
more than 750 people 
visited HawkWatch field
and enjoyed the six live
bird presentations by the
Raptor Project with
Jonathan Wood. Show
highlights included a free
flying gyrfalcon, a vocal

kestrel and an eagle owl from Africa Ð the largest owl species.
Everyone got a chance for up-close views of the birds displayed
in this fantastic bird collection. Other activities included nature
arts and crafts, the Great Migration Game, owl pellet dissections
and face painting by Always Entertainment decorating young-

sters with flowers and wild creatures. Ted Gilman, our Senior
Naturalist and the volunteer hawk watchers kept busy instruct-
ing visitors on hawk identification and the tools of the trade. 

Our thanks to the outstanding, volunteer Teacher Naturalists
who educated hundreds of children about how to safely observe
the critters living in Indian Spring Pond. We also want to thank
Margaret Carnright and the National Audubon SocietyÕs
Nature Odysseys travel office for donating a cruise to Maine 
for our auction. Thanks to the North Congregational Church
and Mary Weiss for providing parking areas for visitors and 
the volunteer students from
Greenwich Country Day School.
Thanks for everyone for making
it all happen. 

If you would like to volunteer
for either our Spring Into Audubon
(May) or HawkWatch Weekend
(September) festivals, please con-
tact the Education Department
for more information.

Birders spotted a total of 2,300 birds
on Hawkwatch weekend.

Jonathan Woods wraps up his show
with a golden and a bald eagle.

The fitting end to SeptemberÕs Hawk Watch Weekend was a talk by Bruce Babbitt, who
served as U.S. Secretary of the Interior from 1993 to 2001 and as Governor of Arizona from 1987
to 1987. Launching his book tour at Audubon Greenwich, Babbitt spoke on the need for the federal
government to become involved in land-use issues on a local and regional level. Babbitt also signed
advance copies of his book, ÒCities in the Wilderness: A New Vision of Land Use in America,Ó in
which he makes the case for a new national land use policy. It was a timely presentation when
Babbitt stated, ÒThe tragedy of New Orleans really summarizes two centuries of federal land-use
policy devoted to development without regard to its impact on the surrounding lands and
rivers.Ó After the book signing, Dara Reid of Wildlife in Crisis handed over to Babbitt a
CooperÕs Hawk and a Red-tailed Hawk both recently rehabilitated at DaraÕs facility. With an
audience waiting below, he released them from the CenterÕs balcony back into the wild.

Babbitt Speaks at Audubon Hawk Watch Weekend

Bruce Babbitt, former Governor of 
Arizona and U.S. Secretary of the Interior
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Join Audubon on a unique voyage this spring along the spectacular coastline between Boston and Bangor.Cruising the Waterways of
Coastal Maine: May 24-31, 2006 takes place at the perfect time of year to observe the abundant bird life and other sea life aboard
the Nantucket Clipper. Highlights include exploring the coastline from Portland to Kennebunkport; Bath; Camden; Bar Harbor,
Acadia National Park; Penobscot Bay; Bucksport and the Penobscot River. Leading the adventure will be Margaret Robbins,
Office & Store Manager of Audubon Greenwich. On the comfortable Nantucket Clipper cruise ship with fewer than 
102 passengers, an onboard expert will give informal talks, and lead walks ashore. Dress is casual and the atmosphere 
relaxed. Motorized landing craft can be launched for landings on islands and beaches.The trip includes 7 nights on ship in 
an air-conditioned outside cabin with lower beds and private bathroom; meals, shore excursions; and more.Cruise 
rates per person based on double occupancy range from $2,330 to $4,235 and do not include airfare to Boston.
Contact Beth Ryan-Rowland at 800-967-7425 or 212-979-3066 for details.



Sunday, January 22
Nature Story Series Ð A LadybugÕs Life1:30-2:30 pm
Registration required. Contact Jeff at 203-869-5272 x239 for more info.

Saturday, January 28
Mead Lake Hike   2:00-3:30 pm
Enjoy the winter landscape during a hike around Mead Lake. Join in the
search for winter insects, river otter tracks, unique snow formations, and
the eerie sounds of cracking ice. Dress warmly. Warm up afterwards with
hot chocolate or tea. Ages seven and up.

Sunday, January 29
Winter Homes and Habitat Hike   11:00 am-12:30 pm
A guided hike to search for animal homes and habitats. Find out how 
animals are spending those long, chilly winter months in the Audubon 
preserve. Look for clues to discover who is active, hibernating or dormant in
winter. Afterwards, join us for hot chocolate or tea! Be prepared to hike in
all weather conditions. Ages 5 and up are welcome. Registration requested.

Nature Story SeriesÐA HummingbirdÕs Life1:30-2:30 pm
Registration required. Contact Jeff at 203-869-5272 x239 for more info.

F E B R U A R Y
Sunday, February 5
Birding Trip Ð Bald Eagles of Croton Point Park
9:00 am-1:00 pm
Audubon GreenwichÕs birding group will join Brian
OÕToole as he leads us to the winter roosting area 
frequented by Bald Eagles in New YorkÕs nearby 
Croton Point Park. A variety of over-wintering 
waterfowl should also be there. Pre-registration 
required -contact Brian at 203-869-5272.  

Nature Story Series Ð A Pill bugÕs Life1:30-2:30 pm
Registration required. Contact Jeff at 203-869-5272 x239 for more info.

Sunday, February 12
Nature Story Series Ð A MouseÕs Life1:30-2:30 pm
Registration required. Contact Jeff at 203-869-5272 x239 for more info.

Making Paper The Recycled Way   3:00-4:00 pm
Ever wonder if you could recycle paper yourself? Yes, you can! Come and learn
about the many products we get from trees, then make your very own recycled
paper Ð perfect for ValentineÕs Day cards. Pre-registration required - contact
Liz: 203-869-5272 x 224. Ages five and up. Space is limited Ð register early!

Sunday, February 19
Nature Story Series Ð A MouseÕs Life1:30-2:30 pm
Registration required. Contact Jeff at 203-869-5272 x239 for more info.

Friday, February 24
Night Hike: Moonlight Owl Prowl   7:00-8:30 pm
Search for those mysterious night-hunting birds with their special adaptations
for living in the dark. The program will begin indoors and then go outdoors
to call and listen for local, owls including: Great-horned owls, Barred and
Screech owls, and maybe see one. Wear warm, soft materials that are quiet
while moving about. Pre-registration required. Ages seven and up. 
Rain date: Saturday, Feb. 25.

Saturday, February 25
World of the Red-tailed Hawk
1:30-3:00 pm
Learn all about Red-tailed Hawks Ð a 
commonly spotted hawk found all over
Greenwich and hear about ÔPale MaleÕ  Ð 
the famous Red-tailed Hawk, living in 
NYCÕs Central Park. Examine the talons 
and colors up-close with mounted hawk 
specimens, and then go on a search of the
nature sanctuary for hawks, their favorite 
hunting spots, and their prey. All ages. 

Sunday, February 26
Nature Story Series ÐAn EarthwormÕs Life1:30-2:30 pm
Registration required. Contact Jeff at 203-869-5272 x239 for more info.

D E C E M B E R
Saturday, December 3 
The World of Evergreens   2:00-3:30 pm
Explore the world of conifers, hollies and other touches of green 
on the winter landscape. WeÕll look at their habitats, leaves, fruits, 
cones and the animals that feed on them and the ways in which 
people have used them. This program is family-friendly and includes a winter
walk outdoors. For more info, contact Ted at 203-869-5272 x230. 

Skin Care The Natural Way    12:00-1:30 pm
Learn how to care for your skin Ð the bodyÕs most vital organ. Join herbalist
Dawyn Cloud-Alter for a fascinating look at skin care using only natural
plants and extracts. Natural products made by Dawyn will be available for
purchase Ð a great gift idea!

Sunday, December 11
Birding Trip Ð Greenwich Point    9:00 am-11:00 am
Just one week ahead of the Christmas Bird Count, brush up on birding skills
with  Audubon birder, Brian OÕToole at Greenwich Point Ð one of the most
productive areas covered in our 15-mile wide count circle. Dress warmly. Meet
at 9 just past the park entrance at the parking area for the Seaside Center. Call
Brian 203-869-5272 for more info. Pre-registration required.

J A N U A R Y
Saturday, January 7
New Year Hike: Fairchild Sanctuary   2:00-3:30 pm
Start the New Year off right with an invigorating guided exploration of
winter meadows and woodlands. Using animal tracks and trails, visitors
will interpret signs of winterÕs hidden life and look for unique ice formations.
Ages five and up. Dress warmly. Meet at the parking area on North
Porchuck Rd. For directions to Fairchild Wildflower Garden, stop by our
center or call the store at 203-869-5272.

Sunday, January 8
Nature Story Series Ð A SalamanderÕs Life1:30-2:30 pm
Registration required. Contact Jeff at 203-869-5272 x239 for more info.

Friday, January 13
Night Hike: Wintertime Wildlife    
7:00-8:30 pm
Walk through the moonlit night with naturalist, 
Ted Gilman. Listen for the calls of foxes, coyotes, 
owls or other nocturnal wildlife; look for winter
stars and constellations. Pre-registration required.
Wear warm, soft materials that are quiet while
moving about. Ages seven and up. 
Rain-night: Sat., Jan. 14.

Saturday, January 14
E4C Discovery Breakfast   9:00-10:30 am
A bi-monthly family program hosted by Audubon GreenwichÕs 
Executives for Conservation. To register, call Jeff at 203-869-5272 x239.

World of Coyotes & Foxes     2:00-3:30 pm
Get up-close to real coyote and fox specimens as Ted Gilman leads an
exploration of these fascinating canine critters. Photos and facts will be 
presented and will be followed by a search outside for signs of these local
residents, well known for traveling through the Audubon Greenwich 
sanctuary. Wear warm winter clothing for the outdoor part of the program. 

Sunday, January 15
Nature Story Series Ð A Wood FrogÕs Life1:30-2:30 pm
Registration required. Contact Jeff at 203-869-5272 x239 for more info.

Saturday, January 21
Winter Wildlife Tracking   2:00-3:30 pm
Never see animals on your hike? Learn to read the stories of animal activity
by recognizing footprints, chew marks, scat and other telltale signs of the
animals all around us. Learn identification skills indoors and then hike 
outside to read the ÔWildlife NewsÕ left in the snow by eastern cottontail
rabbits, grey squirrels, coyotes, foxes, birds and lots of other winter wildlife.
Ages five and up. 

Programs are suitable for all ages unless otherwise indicated.  Please register for all programs by calling 203-869-5272 to reserve your spot. Programs start at the Kimberlin Nature Center at Audubon Greenwich, 613 Riversville Rd., Greenwich, CT, unless noted otherwise. 
Program fees are $3.00 for adult members, $5.00 for adult non-members, $1.50 for member children and seniors, $3.00 for non-member children and seniors. These programs are no charge to Teacher Naturalists as part of their ongoing training.

Saturday, December 10  
Christmas Count Preview and Trends    3:30-5:00 pm
A great opportunity for adults and youths to learn about the Christmas
Count tradition and how to get involved. Join Audubon naturalist, 
Ted Gilman and bird researchers, Drew Panko and Trudy Battaly, 
will discuss recent bird population trends determined from CBC data.
Science Committee Chair Gary Palmer will preview the upcoming
Dec. 18 count and detail count methods and procedures. Selections
from our new collection of mounted birds and study skins will be on
display. Refreshments.

Sunday, December 18
Citizen Science: Christmas Bird Count Ð An All Day Event
Become a part of science and history. Join teams of birders who count
birds throughout the day, as part of a nation-wide Citizen
Science effort. Open to new and veteran birders, 
participants may join a Ôcount teamÕ for all or part 
of the day. To join a Ôbird count team,Õ contact 
Gary Palmer: 203-661-4897 or for information 
on doing a home-based bird count, contact Ted: 
203-869-5272 x230. For results from past bird
counts, visit www.audubon.org/bird/cbc/.

WINTERTIME STORY SERIES
Every Sunday in Jan. and Feb. from 1:30-2:30 pm.

¥ Jan. 8  A SalamanderÕs Life
¥ Jan. 15  A Wood frogÕs Life
¥ Jan. 22  A LadybugÕs Life
¥ Jan. 29  A HummingbirdÕs Life
Young children (Ages 3-7) will enjoy learning about wildlife as they 
listen to stories and play games during this fun story program series
with a different animal theme each week. AudubonÕs storytellers will
feature the John Himmelman animal books which tell tales about 
common creatures that roam New EnglandÕs backyards and forests.
Families who sign up for 4 story programs, attend the 5th story 
program for free. Members: $7 per family per program; 
Non-Members: $10. Pre-registration is required for our small groups.
To register call Jeff at 203-869-5272 x239.

Saturday, February 25
2005 CBC Results and Presentation Ð ÒBirds of the
Falkland IslandsÓ by Tom Baptist 3:30-5:00 pm
Learn about the fascinating birds of the Falkland Islands at this
presentation by Tom Baptist, Vice President and Exec. Director of
Audubon Connecticut. While on a visit to the New Island in the South
West Atlantic, Tom photographed nesting penguins, albatross, prions,
skuas, and other rare species. Also, Audubon GreenwichÕs Science
Committee will present results of the 2005 Christmas Bird Count. 
Its a good time to meet local bird watchers and catch up with all the
birding news. Refreshments.

Saturday, February 18
Citizen Science: The Great Backyard Bird Count
1:30-3:00 pm
The Great Backyard Bird Count a Citizen Science effort where citizens
can make a contribution to bird research that is investigating the 
patterns and distribution of North American birds. Join our naturalists
when they explain the significance of this research, take a short bird
walk and demonstrate how to use the Great Backyard Bird Count
website to submit data. Details about the GBBC can be found at
www.birdsource.org. Register by contacting Ted at 203-869-5272 x239.

¥ Feb. 5  A Pill BugÕs Life
¥ Feb. 12  A MouseÕs Life
¥ Feb. 19  An EarthwormÕs Life
¥ Feb. 26  A MonarchÕs Life

AUDUBON GREENWICH NATURE PROGRAM CALENDAR
W I N T E R  2 0 0 5 - 2 0 0 6

House
Finch

WINTER VACATION NATURE DAY CAMP   
Every Day from 9:30 am-2:30 pm

¥ Tuesday, Feb. 21  Marvelous Mammals
¥ Wednesday, Feb. 22  Winter Brrrds 

¥ Thursday, Feb. 23  Wonders of Winter
A great way to cure cabin fever and get outdoors for fun. Children can
enjoy one, two or three days of learning, fun and games with a special
focus on nature in winter. Campers will construct nature crafts, take
winter walks and learn about the local wildlife in winter. Each day will
be built around a new theme. For children in grades K-5 with separate
sessions for younger and older campers. Pre-registration required.
Details on our website www.greenwich.center.audubon.org.

NEW
CAMP

Red-tailed
Hawk

Bald Eagles

A familiar nighttime
winter sight is
OrionÕs Belt



Smart Party Planning
Big holiday parties can be lots of fun Ð and quite the strain on landfills.
Between Thanksgiving and New YearÕs, 25% more trash is produced in
the United States than at any other time of year*. This year, cut back on
the excess waste Ð not the guest list Ð while entertaining. 

¥ Provide containers for recycling aluminum and glass beverage bottles
at your gatherings.

¥ Buy paper products with recycled content, or, even better, use cloth
tablecloths and napkins.

¥ Avoid relying on styrofoam and paper cups by inviting guests to bring
their own unique mug or glass.

¥ Reuse plastic butter, yogurt, and take-out containers to send leftovers
home with guests.

¥ Fruit and vegetable scraps (no dairy or meat!) can be composted into a
fabulous spring fertilizer.

¥ Wash and reuse plastic plates and flatware since they cannot be recycled.

¥ For big parties consider renting supplies, which has less environmental
impact than relying on disposables.

Gift Giving
Consumers are projected to spend over $219 billion* on gifts this holiday
season. Think of how much money could be diverted to environmentally
responsible organizations and businesses by choosing your gifts wisely.
And imagine how much money you could save by giving the gift of 
your own time!

¥ Consider gifts that support your community and create minimal waste,
such as theatre tickets or certificates to local restaurants and businesses.

¥ Give yourself to friends this year by offering to take them hiking or
birding, or by volunteering to tutor, baby-sit, or help clean house.

¥ A hand-painted pot with a bag of compost and native plant seeds 
is a gift that will keep on growing.

¥ Give a membership to organizations such as Audubon that
work towards a better world. 

¥ Encourage others to adopt an environmentally
friendly lifestyle by giving things like countertop
composters, bird feeders and seed, and gift baskets of
organic foods and shade-grown coffee.

¥ ÒAdoptÓ an animal, a butterfly garden, or even a class-
room in someone elseÕs name. TheyÕll get a unique meaningful gift and
your money will have gone to support wildlife and nature education. 

Gift Ideas
¥ Classroom Curriculum: Give a subscription to Audubon Adventures to

a classroom in your community. (203) 869-5272

¥ Audubon Center Field Trip: Contact an Audubon Center near you to
send a classroom on a nature adventure. (916) 649-7600

¥ Help Wild Puffins: AudubonÕs Project Puffin (607) 257-7308 

¥ Help Injured Raptors: Audubon Center for Birds of Prey (407) 655-0190

Conserving Paper
An astronomical amount of forest resources goes into wrapping gifts and
sending cards, but luckily, this problem has many simple solutions. 
For example, this year, Americans will send more than three quarters
of a billion holiday cards; if just one out of every ten cards were sent
electronically, it would save more than 30,000 trees.** 

¥ Most gift-wrap is not recyclable, and neither is ribbon. Wrap your 
presents in something that is, such as Sunday comics, road maps, and
plain brown paper decorated with stamps or sponge art.

¥ Place gifts in reusable bags or baskets, and donÕt wrap presents for Fido.

¥ ChildrenÕs artwork makes heartfelt cards and wrapping paper, 
especially for relatives.

¥ Wrap one present inside another, such as a scarf or cloth napkins.

¥ Greetings on recycled or tree-free paper can be mailed in envelopes
made from the pages of a magazine.

¥ Snip the front of old greetings cards into colorful gift tags, or mail
them as holiday postcards. 

Trees and Trimmings
Each year, more than 35 million real Christmas trees are sold in the
United States, as are 
10 million of the artificial variety*, which 
consists of metal and plastics made from 
nonrenewable petroleum. Consider how you
decorate and dispose of them Ð real trees can
give back to wildlife, but both kinds will last
for centuries in a landfill.

¥ Consider buying a live tree (with a root-
ball) thatÕs native to your region, and then
plant it outside after the holidays are over.

¥ Decorate an indoor tree with natural items
that can be returned to the earth: seedpods,
dried flowers, autumn leaves, nut shells, pieces of bark, milkweed fluff,
and berries, to name just a few. Wondering what to do with those left-
over Styrofoam plates, and take out containers? Try cutting out
snowflakes or snowmen, add a little glitter or paint, and hang them as
homemade ornaments.

¥ When its time to take down the Christmas tree, place it outside as 
valuable shelter for birds and small animals during the long 
cold winter.

¥ Decorate an outdoor tree just for wildlife. It can be adorned with strings
of unsalted popped popcorn, dried fruit, and peanuts in the shell, and
with ornaments like pinecones spread with peanut butter and suet.

¥ Some towns have recycling programs where Christmas trees are ground
into mulch for parks and public places. Check to see if with your town
participates in this program.

AUDUBON AT HOME 

T ips to  H elp  G reen  Y our  H olidays
As Audubon supporters, everyone wants to make the holidays green! 

Be sure to reuse and recycle and consider the following holiday tips that are listed on line at: www.audubon.org.
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*National Retail Federation news release Dec 2,2004

**Use-Less-Stuff.com report 
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Thousands of balloons
released into the sky can make
an impressive sight. But what
goes up must come down.
Releasing balloons at parties, or promotional, or 
corporate events is not something that can be done
without consequences.

This fall during Audubon GreenwichÕs hawk
watch, hawk watchers James Dwyer and Mike
Warner tracked the number of latex and mylar bal-
loons floating over Quaker Ridge. They counted over
110 balloons in the 60 days of the hawk count, and
bear in mind, they were looking for hawks after all
and not balloons, so there may have been many more. 

At best, free-flying balloons become litter; at worst,
they jeopardize wildlife and the environment. Once
airborne, balloons can travel far afield and often end
up joining the flotsam riding the worldÕs oceans. The
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
identifies balloons as a commonly reported source of
marine debris. Balloons can choke, smother, or cause
starvation by blocking the respiratory or digestive 
systems. Their strings and ribbons can cause entangle-
ment. In water, they bear an uncanny resemblance to
jellyfish and other organisms eaten by turtles, fish,
cetaceans, and shorebirds. Dead sea turtles have
washed ashore with balloons hanging from their
mouths, and scientists have found whole balloons and
parts of balloons in whales during necropsies. 

Balloon releases often take place at charitable
events, but many environmental groups are calling
on all organizations to support a voluntary ban on
balloons, and to celebrate events in more environ-
ment and animal-friendly ways. Mass launches have
been banned by numerous entities, including the
states of Florida, New York, and Texas; the National
Park Service; the White House; and even Walt
Disney World and Six Flags Great Adventure.
Balloons should be handled responsibly. Please, donÕt
release them and always dispose of them properly.

Up� � � � � �

� �

� � �

� �

The important issue of 
conserving water in
Greenwich is the focus of an
educational exhibit developed
by the Green Fingers Garden
Club now on display at
Audubon Greenwich until the
end of January. The 
display focuses on the effects 
of increased development and
population growth on both the
quantity and the quality of
our water supply, as well as on
conservation measures each of
us can take to maintain our
water resources. The exhibit
has toured various community centers since its debut at Green Fingers
bi-annual flower show earlier this year.  

We no longer have the luxury of assuming that water is an endlessly
renewable resource which we can take for granted. There are develop-
ment pressures right here in Greenwich which are seriously impacting
how much water will be available to us in the future, and there are
measures each of us can take in our own homes and our own yards to
help conserve our reservoirs and replenish our wells explains Betsy
Mulcare, Green Fingers Conservation Chair. Issues presented in the
exhibit also include the problems of storm runoff from hard surfaces
which flows into sewers and Long Island Sound and pollution from
that run-off. 

The Green Fingers exhibit presents ways residents can capture more
rainfall in their own yards, and use fewer lawn pollutants. There is also
information on saving water inside the home, as well as outside. Mulcare
notes.  The more we educate ourselves about our local water situation,
the better we will be able to meet the challenges of water conservation
and quality here in Greenwich. This colorful educational wall display is 
located downstairs on the first floor of Audubon GreenwichÕs Kimberlin
Nature Education Center until the end of January. The Center is open
every day from 9 am to 5 pm. For more information contact Madeline
Dennis at 203-869-5272.

Local Garden Club Targets 
Greenwich Water Conservation 
in Exhibit 

AGNEWS Ð WEEKLY EVENTS BY EMAIL
For a free weekly email announcement about birding trips, nature programs, and special events at 

Audubon Greenwich, simply send us a blank email to:
audubongreenwichnews-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

One of the many graphics, created by Green
Fingers Garden Club, now on display in the lower
lobby at Audubon Greenwich 

Greenwich Water Use
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On October 1st, under a beautiful October harvest
moon, 200 guests dined and danced till the wee hours of
the night in celebration of 100 years of AudubonÕs con-
servation achievements. The event was held to raise
funds for all the excellent education and conservation
programs that take place at the Audubon Greenwich
Center, and took place at one of the most perfect vantage
spots for looking out over the Long Island Sound, the
Belle Haven Club in Greenwich. 

When guests were not chatting, dining, or enjoying
the terrific sounds of the Denny LeRoux band, they
could look out on CalfÕs Island where an Osprey nest is
located or Great CaptainÕs Island where one of the
SoundÕs largest Heron and Egret rookeries is situated
and actually see and appreciate the results of AudubonÕs
conservation efforts.

After cocktails, guests were treated to a sumptuous
Autumn meal, and then engaged in a competitive live
auction bidding on many unique items such as a jaunt to
The Rusty Parrot Lodge in Jackson Hole, Wyoming, to
view grizzlies, black bears & wolves and an expedition to
the Galapagos to connect with nature in an up front and
personal experience. ConnecticutÕs Attorney General
Richard Blumenthal made a guest appearance simply to
thank the attendees for their commitment to Audubon
and to preserving CTÕs environmental resources.

Our never ending thanks go out to Event Committee
Chair, Susan Curtin, who worked tirelessly with her
Committee to ensure every detail was perfect and everyone
enjoyed an outstanding evening. We are indebted to
Northern Trust, our lead corporate sponsor, and to the gen-
erosity of everyone who participated in making this evening
a roaring success. When all was said and done we raised just
shy of $350,000. All proceeds from this event will benefit edu-
cation and conservation programs at Audubon Greenwich.

Richard Blumenthal,
Connecticut Attorney General
and Tom Baptist, Audubon
Connecticut Executive Director 

E.D. Hill and Elizabeth Hirsch

Jane and Michael Perelman and
Janis and Casey Jones Debby Lash 

Walter Noonan and 
H. Lee Browne,Audubon
Greenwich Board Member

ÒDancing with NatureÓ
National Audubon Society Celebrates 100 Years of Conservation 

Lisa Forrow andCamille Broderick
for representing us at the
Multicultural Health and Heritage
Fair in October at Western Middle
School with our literature, display
and fun Nature Cart. 

Thanks to Audubon volunteers
Annette Cunniffe andSean Martin
who, in order to protect young 
caterpillars from predation, 
collected and protected more than 80
Monarch and Spicebush Swallowtail 
caterpillars which they then returned
the local population to nature.

Thank you to Marcia Selden
Catering of Stamford for providing
food and staffing, and AOC Fine
Wines of Banksville for providing
wines for the Bruce Babbitt recep-
tion on HawkWatch Weekend.

And thanks to Patrick Duganfor
co-leading our trip to Cove Island. 

Audubon Greenwich is
planning a winter presentation
on avian influenza by guest
lecturers and scientists. For
details, watch our web site,
sign up for the AGNews Ð 
weekly email (see box on bot-
tom of page 9) or contact Jeff
Cordulack: 203-869-5272 x239. 

For the latest information
on avian flu, visit the National
Audubon Society web site:
www.audubon.org/bird/Avian
BirdFlu.php.

AVIAN FLU
PROGRAM Ð 
TO BE ANNOUNCED

THANKSÉ
to our friends
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HOLIDAY WISH LIST
Before you throw it out, think of us. 
New or used, your donation is appreciated and
is tax-deductible. Call Madeline at 203-869-
5272 Ext. 226, if you can help. Sincere thanks
to Camille Broderick for donating lamps and
Tom Baptist for donating furniture and a TV
for the renovated Intern House.
¥ Animal skulls, fur, nuts, and other natural

items for use in nature classes
¥ Computer(s) Pentium 3 or 4
¥ Portable CD player boombox
¥ Portable projector screen
¥ Powerpoint projector
¥ Digital video camera
¥ For the Intern House: rugs, sofa and chair,
¥ Pick-up truck:  3/4-1 ton, 4 x 4, automatic
¥ Deer fencing for butterfly garden
¥ Flat file for maps and posters

The Place to Shop for the Holidays
The Audubon Nature Store has everything
you need for special holiday gifts, 
decorations, and cards. Our beautiful 
nature holiday cards are available 
now and our Holiday Critter tree will 
be up and ready for oohs and aahs on 
November 18. We have many adorable 
new ornaments this year! Come in 
and browse our gift selections and our 
childrenÕs department. YouÕll find the 
perfect gift for everyone on your list. We offer
gift-wrapping for a modest charge. The

Nature Store is open 
7 days a week for your
shopping convenience
from 9:00 am - 5:00
pm, and until 3:00 pm
on Christmas eve.
We hope youÕll visit us
soon, for the holidays
and for all your birding
needs, too.

Nature Store News Nature Arts Gallery 
Art work in the Nature Arts Gallery is for sale with a portion of the proceeds going to
Audubon Greenwich. For more information on the art exhibits at Audubon Greenwich, 
contact Margaret Robbins at 203-869-5272. Audubon Greenwich Nature Arts Gallery is
proudly sponsored by Northern Trust Bank.

Plein-Aire Masters 
On display now through December 31
Audubon Nature Arts Gallery is proud to
feature a new exhibit from Plein-Aire
Masters in Greenwich. This show features
works by T.A. Charron, Robert Duffy,
Michael Graves, Thomas Vieth, John
Borowicz and others and showcases many
local Greenwich scenes. Founded in 2003
by Linda Lyons, Plein-Aire Masters is based in Greenwich, CT. Plein air, or
Òen plein airÓ as it is most often referred to, simply means Òopen airÓ in
French. True Plein-Aire works are done outdoors by highly skillful and 
competent masters who interpret nature or a chosen outdoor subject in short
periods of time, before the light and shadows change.

ÒTAXUSÓ Ð A mixed media show by Krish 
On display: January 4 - February 28, 2006. 
Opening reception: Sunday, January 22 from 2 to 5 pm.
A mixed media show by artist Krish who creates with steel, industrial found
objects, paper, and photography will open January 4 in the CenterÕs Nature Arts
Gallery. The artist has had a fascination with nature since early childhood and
uses it as inspiration in many works of art. An interest in linguistics and play-on-
words feeds the exhibitionÕs title. 

J.M. CarnrightÕs Sculpture Exhibit 
On display: Now through March 2006. 
Internationally recognized Fairfield County artist, 
J. M. Carnright will continue to exhibit his powerful
ÔPrimitiveFuturismÕ sculptures through March 2006 at
Audubon Greenwich. The exhibit is on display inside
and outside on the grounds of the nature center everyday
from 9 am to 5 pm. CarnrightÕs deeply carved wood
sculptures are embedded with stones, crystals, fossils and rock, presenting a
compelling abstract exploration of time. Numerous variations of huge to stan-
dard size timbers are selected for artworks of cedar, cherry, pine, walnut and
other woods. Many of CarnrightÕs ÔPrimitiveFuturismÕ sculptures are mono-
lithic in design. Huge vertical blocks are shaped and integrated with primal and
futuristic imagery. Other wood is uniquely formed into abstract, wild animal,
reptilian or large arthropod shapes called Creatures. Carnright has carved
smaller-scale, highly abstract, Creatures, as well, in semblance of African herd-
ing animals. ÔPrimitiveFuturismsÕ artworks offer objects and imagery indicative
of NatureÕs primal force. This unique work assimilates EarthÕs deepest past with
the Future. It is an imaginative new artistic path integrating nature and art.

T.A. CharronÕs ÒPond ReflectionsÓ



Blazing winter stars in a deep, blue-black sky;
the deep booming calls of great-horned owls
as they court and declare their territorial
claim for another yearÕs breeding season;
the hissing sound made by cold, dry snow
flakes being blown across the snow surface by
winter winds; a trail of three parallel grooves,
one wide central one from the body, and a narrow
groove on each side from the feet, tell of a river otter 
tobogganing in riverside snow; imprints of tiny wings and 
feet, among scattered goldenrod seeds on the snow telling of a
mid-winter feast by American tree sparrows and dark-eyed
juncos; a mixed flock of bluebirds, robins, and cedar waxwings
feasting on the deep red berries of a leafless winterberry holly
against a backdrop of bright white snow, creating a wondrous
winter mural; a gray squirrel plunging its face into the snow,
sniffing carefully, and furiously digging to retrieve a carefully
buried hickory nut from this autumnÕs bounty; finding parallel
sets of red fox tracks as pairs reunite for breeding after months

of solitary hunting; the tiny paired tracks of
white-footed mice tracing their night-time
forays between nests secreted beneath old
logs and sources of food such as multi-flora
rose hips; a russet red screech owl soaking

up the warmth of the afternoon sun, as it
perches in the entrance of a south-facing tree 

cavity; a rainbow of colored twigs with green of sassafras,
red of red-osier dogwood, golden tan of sugar maple and 
yellow of weeping willow telling of the growth to come in the
spring; gray-coated deer lifting their heads high to nibble the
buds of apple trees, making an early dent in next yearÕs apple
crop; a tan, snow-capped, praying mantid egg mass clinging to
a goldenrod stem sheltering many eggs from drying winter
winds- ensuring another summer of predatory insect wonders;
a black swallowtail butterfly pupa, delicately suspended from a
Queen AnneÕs Lace stem by a thin belt of silk, awaits the return
of warm May sunshine to add another generation of multi-
colored wings floating above the Audubon Center meadows.
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Christmas Bird Count
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18
106th Annual Christmas Bird Count.
See page 1 and special insert.

Great Backyard Bird Count
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18
Count at home and
record results for science.
See page 7.

2nd Annual All Audubon Day
SATURDAY, MARCH 18
Look for details in our Spring newsletter

Red Fox


