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In Fight

Christmas Bird Count 2005

By Gary Palmer, Science Committee Chair & Boiale, @Odubon Birder

AUdU.bOn GREENWICH

Calling all birdwatchers! We need your help onrBleee18 to count our local birds.

December 18th marks the date of our annual Chsi®mthCount which has been held
since 1911. By conducting the yearly count wedwvable to keep close tabs on our bird pop-
ulation and can monitor trends in individual spe€ier instance, in New England there has
been a steady and consistent decline in AmeracdnRick, Northern Bobwhite, American
Kestrel, Herring Gull, American Crow and Eveninggbeak. In contrast, some species are
increasing such as Black Vulture, Red-Bellied Wokedpand Northern Cardinal.

The reasons for these trends are undoubtedly aadesbmplex, but among the probable
causes are almost certainly global climate chabiat change, the effect of West Nile virus,
and reduction in availability of food sourcesiagsbuvith human activity. For results from
past Audubon Christmas bird counts, occurring dgina@ut the 20th century, visit:

el Www.audubon.org/bird/chc. Continued on page 2

WINTER VACATION NATURE DAY CAMP
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, February 2ar-ch3dren in grades K-5

Come experience winter in a whole new way warm clothing. Children must also bring a snackaand
during our February winter vacation. Campers lunch. The fee for camp is $50/day for membeftdagéor
will go on snowy hikes, play fun games and mak&on-memberslo register or for more information, please

cool crafts from 9:30 am to 2:30 pm. Children in contact Liz or Lindsey at 203-869-5272.

grades kindergarten through 5 can register fodaneéwo Families that participate in ConnecticutOs CFedacd
days or for all three days. There will be sepass®ons for Lunchd program may qualify for financial assisfiease

the younger and older campers. Each day is diffeckn contact the Education Program Manager, Jeff Cokdaia
each day will be built around a new theme. 203-869-5272 x239.

¥ Tuesday Mearn all about what thdarvelous
Mammalsare doing during the cold winter months.
Examine mammal skulls and specimens, search for
animal homes, and look for tracks and traces
out on the trails.
¥ Wednesda® Find out howVinter Brrrdspend
their winter hereb and how they survive the
blustery weather.
¥ Thursdayb Focus on thonders of Wintghen
campers will explore different wintry topics B from
snow and ice, and trees and animals in winter.
Children should be prepared to be outside in \ariab
winter weather conditions. Appropriate clothingikho
include: a jacket, snow pants, hat, mittens/ghmats, and
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HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

Sat., Dec. 24 B Shop for last minute gifts in the Nature Store ur8ipm.
Trails are open until 5pm.

Sat. & Sun., Dec. 25 & 26 D Trails open 9 am - 5 pm. Center and Store closed.
Sat., Dec. 31 B Nature Center, Store & Trails open 9 am - 5 pm
Sun. & Mon., Jan. 1 & 2 D Trails open 9 am - 5 pm. Center and Store closed.

"~ PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER WITH VEGETABLE-BASED. INN§
% PLEASE RECYCLE. ¢
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The Mission of Audubon Greenwishto

motivate people to conserve, restore, and enjoy

nature, focusing on birds, other wildlife, and
their habitats, througikducation, land

stewardship, science, and public policy advocacy.
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Want to know about AudubonOs Birding events?
-~ Audubon GreenwichOs Birding Club regularly hosisde
(/}\ and birding trips. If you would like Audubon totechyou
\»(@ about these birding-related events, simply cdefact
@ Cordulack at jcordulack@audubon.org or 203-86%3292

Christmas Bird Count  continued from page 1

This year is the 106th CBC. The first CBC was dst@has Day of 1900 and
was organized as an alternative activity to ahaalied the side hunt where
people chose sides and then went out and shaiydsintig as they could. These
days practices have turned to counting birds thtreshooting them for obvious
reasons. Now birders are armed with binocularspanting scopes in their quest
to count the birds. Field parties of birders argresl to designated areas within
our count circle to count all birds seen and heard.

Our count was first held in 1911 when 4 obseergaia bounting the local
birds. Over the years our count has tallied aagevef 112 species and 25,000-
30,000 individual birds a year. The count ddtarissubmitted to National
Audubon for inclusion in their CBC database whiddes all other counts
conducted throughout the country.

For a preview of what to expect and an overvi@hriftmas Count trends,
come to our program on Saturday, December 1@l&wac for details. If you
would like to join a field party counting birdsDmtember 18 , please call Gary
Palmer at 203-661-4897 or Ted Gilman at 203-866x%2230. For those who
would rather count birds at home, please refee tBackyard and Feeder
Checklist enclosed here in the newsletter.

SAVE THE DATE: All-Audubon Day B March 18, 2006

The 2nd Annual All-Audubon Day is set for Satuidaych 18 from 8:30 am to
3:30 pm in the Southbury, CT area. It the onectiitte year that all Connecticut
Audubon members, staff, chapter leaders, and esisitian get together to hear
timely presentations and attend workshops. Loalefails in our spring
newsletter.

Winter Hours for Deer Management Program
Please note hunting season hours weekdays noghteowary 31, 2006:

¥ The Audubon Center and property at RiversviliRall be open from
9 AM to 5 PM. No admittance before 9:00 AM.

¥ The Audubon Fairchild Wildflower Garden on NoRbrchuck Road will be
CLOSED all day on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays

¥ Regular hours B grounds opened dawn througlbdiesiume at these two
sanctuaries on February 1, 2006.

There is no hunting and no change in open hotirs fillowing Audubon
Greenwich sanctuaries:

¥ Gimbel Sanctuary (Sherwood Ave., Greenwich)

¥ Oneida Drive Sanctuary (Oneida Dr. & Indian Hdbiog Greenwich)

¥ Mildred Caldwell Sanctuary of Walden Woods (BibJeCos Cob)

¥ Wood Duck Swamp (Carissa La., Greenwich)



Audubon Greenwich Bird Club
PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS

As you may have read in our summer newsletter, the
Audubon Greenwich Science Committee and our lotiagb
community have formed a local group of Greenwtamf&d
and Westchester birders which will be a sociaidictib and
will help carry out various bird counts, reseaajhqts, and
present lectures, programs about birds, sciennatarel Our
first program was held in November featuring JAmesr,
our 2005 Quaker Ridge hawk watcher and Auduborraliatu
Ted Gilman who spoke about nationwide hawk wagsids.

"y ' F ol
ed-tailed hawk
ster.
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Fifteen-year-old William Darash photographed this r
eating a black squirrel on Puritan Drive in Port Che

We are pleased to announce two additional speadperps

this winterOn Saturday, December 10 from 3:30 pm to 5:00 pr

in Kiernan Hall Trudy Battaly and Drew Panko willgga
presentation analyzing Christmas Bird Count tresidg local
data from our Greenwich/Stamford coufiteere will be time
for questions and answers and Ted Gilman willagisglrious
study skins of birds we may see on December 48s &hi
chance to sign up for the count, meet area captairisarn
how the exciting nationwide Christmas count w&eks.cover
article for more information on our Christmas Biodint.

On Saturday, February 25 from 3:30 pm to 5:000pm, T
Baptist, executive director of Audubon Connecitiailit,
present a program on Birds of the Falkland Iskrdithe
research Audubon participated in th&éhes will also be a
time to receive the final 2005 Christmas Bird Cesalts.

These meetings will be a time to find out whatpgpdning
locally with birds, and a chance to meet fell@ersirWe
welcome suggestions about what you would liker¢o ha
presented for future programs. For more informatimhto
be placed on the birding groups email list, cdbtamtce
Committee Chair Gary Palmer at 203-661-4897 dr emai
Jeff Cordulack at jcordulack@audubon.org.

We look forward to seeing you!

Cp I
““Audubon

ADVENTURES

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION MATERIALS FOR STUDENTS

Audubon Adventuiean environmental

education program for children in grades 3

6. Developed by professional environment!. - - I

educatordhudubon Adventupessents basic,
scientifically accurate facts about birds, wildli-
and their habitats. It comes packaged as
Classroom Kit (for 32 students) or Individu
Kit (for 1 student). The program is used t
classroom teachers, after-school progran
coordinators, special education instructor
language arts teachers, and homeschool
Audubon Adventuress originally

developed at the Audubon Center in
Greenwich 21 years ago, and now, Audubon Greenamts
to again get the word out on this amazing awardiwgredu-
cational kit to the school districts we servee Baimception,
over 7 million youngsters have participated iprdgam.
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Audubon Adventures Classroom kit B Sponsor
one for a classroom near you today.

thirty-two copies of four different sets of

a 64-page teacherOs guide, featuring
detailed lesson plans; hands-on activities;
answer keys; and more! The newest
Classroom Resource kit, calledl
Crittersintroduces children and teachers

-ﬂiﬁ
&7

of Waterbirds,Return to Turtle Ceeek,
Real-life Dragons & Damseatlser
packaged lessons are available.

If you want to share the giftAfidubon Adventurash

your neighborhood school, contact: Bonnie Go&gey 364-

0048 or visit AudubonOs welwsite.audubon.org/educate/aa

where the curriculum can be purchased on line.
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The classroom kits comes complete with

student handouts (one for each theme) anc

duplicating masters; assessment questions

to The Nature of Spiders, The Watery Worlc



2005 Quaker Ridge Hawk Watch Repoﬁ

by James Dwyer, Audubon Hawk Watcher

We saw Bald Eagles close up, and averaged tweaBkdd
per day this season. That established a newlighsninl 05.
This yearOs count matches perfectly with theelomgldta
collected at Quaker Ridge (Figure 1). The falbbrapunt
began here in 1971, the year before DDT was bandeal,r
counts were low. Since then, as DDT has flushadH
environment Bald Eagles have steadily increasat@sTh
just Quaker Ridge, but itOs fun to see our datdimgfthe
national pattern.

Our data also reflect a national decline in migrati
Sharp-shinned Hawks B we counted 3,042 this igpae (B).
Here are a few of the many hypotheses to ex@aiedline;
1) In the early years of hawk watching, counteestaugght
that there was major overlap in size between Shiamed
Hawks and CooperOs Hawks, so all but the vest twirde
were called CooperOs. These days, were bettigathso
two. 2) Sharp-shinned Hawks developed migratbayvioe
because there was very little food available dherigng
northern winter. The SharpiesO passerine preyethignad it
Figure 1: Quaker Ridge fall migrant Bald Eagles coun ted per 500 hours of observa-
tion between 1971 and 2005. 2005 data is preliminary . Converting raw count data

to 500 hours of observation helps standardize count ing effort between years.
Historical data courtesy of Joe Zeranski.
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Figure 2: Quaker Ridge fall migrant Sharp-shinned Ha wks counted per 500 hours of
observation between 1971 and 2005. 2005 data is prel iminary. Converting raw
count data to 500 hours of observation helps standa rdize between years.

Historical data courtesy of Joe Zeranski.
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The 2005 fall raptor migration count was punctuatesbme exciting observations. We saw 32
Peregrine Falcons, one of which dove on and atfltarp-shinned Hawk hard enough to
knock the Sharpie out of the sky! Another Peregcimeped an American Goldfinch out of the
field, and another zipped low over the sanctuddiguand buzzed an elementary class
We also had great views of lots of raptors péssiaagd slow over our heads.

52

followed. These days, humans supplement wintefdood
small birds so much that many passerines forgationgr
Sharp-shinned Hawks may have caught onto thiseaidbd
to stick around too. 3) Habitat loss, fragmentatial pollu-
tion may be causing population declines reflected counts.
Sorting these hypotheses out is difficult, andrrigh the
consensus seems to be that all three factonstiibetony.
Weather conditions can further complicate matters.

Our 2005 count of Broad-winged Hawks was low }8,378
and weather was certainly a factor. Broad-wingateiig
September, and this year September was markedypy ma
beautiful days of clear blue sky. Unfortunatedykettles of
hawks blend right into those perfect skies andldaatye
snuck by unnoticed.

We also had great views of a Golden Eagle sasting j
overhead, of a Red-tailed Hawk capturing a snattefa
CooperOs Hawk pulling a House Sparrow from the.tiive
also saw lots of Osprey (691), some of themgangok
lunches (fish), and while we didnOt quite bregleahly
record for Osprey, we were close. We did brea&atel for
Black Vultures with 44, but thatOs no surprisé. \Bidtures
are increasing in New England.

The rest of this yearOs count, as of Novemi®®59js2
listed in Figure 3. For

; Figure 3
more detailed and up- _
. . Migrant raptors counted at Quaker
to-date information Ridge Hawk Watch from 18 August
on the Quaker Ridge 2005 through 9 November, 2005.
. BLACKVULTURE ................ 44
Hawk Watch, visit TURKEYVULTURE .............. 489
www.hawkcount.org. OSPREY . . 916
As always, thanks to BALD EAGLE .................. 105
a” the Volunteers Who NORTHERN HARRIER . .......... 109
heloed with the count SHARP-SHINNED HAWK . ... ... 3,042
ped wi *| COOPERSHAWK .............. 390
It has been great NORTHERN GOSHAWK . .......... 5
getting to know RED-SHOULDERED HAWK . . .. ... 199
you, and we couldnOt BROAD-WINGED HAWK . ... ... 8,378
.. RED-TAILED HAWK . .. .......... 308
have done _'t W'th(_)Ut GOLDEN EAGLE . .......ovooee.. 5
you (especially Mike AMERICAN KESTREL ... ......... 405
Warner!). MERLIN . .................... 16
PEREGRINE FALCON .. ........... 32
Of” hawk watch UNKNOWN RAPTOR ........... 160
continues next fall. TOTAL ..\ 1384




HawkWatch Weekend

sters with flowers and wild creatures. Ted GilmanSenior

ANk Walh Wegegng gera

in mid-September was a
great festival at Audubon
Greenwich. Over 2,300
migrating raptors passed
over the Quaker Ridge
Hawk Watch site and
more than 750 people
visited HawkWatch field
and enjoyed the six live
bird presentations by the
Raptor Project with
Jonathan Wood. Show
highlights included a free
flying gyrfalcon, a vocal
kestrel and an eagle owl from Africa D the lavgéspecies.
Everyone got a chance for up-close views ofdkeallsiplayed
in this fantastic bird collection. Other activitielided nature

Birde[ spotted a total of 2,300 birds
on Hawkwatch weekend.

arts and crafts, the Great Migration Game, owelt gdisections

and face painting by Always Entertainment decgratinng-

Naturalist and the volunteer hawk watchers kept instgruct-
ing visitors on hawk identification and the toolseotrade.

Our thanks to the outstanding, volunteer Teachtralests
who educated hundreds of children about how tg eb&erve
the critters living in Indian Spring Pond. We waiant to thank
Margaret Carnright and the National Audubon Sddgety
Nature Odysseys travel office for donating a ¢ouldaine
for our auction. Thanks to the North Congregati@mairch
and Mary Weiss for providing parklng areas fdorgsand
the volunteer students from
Greenwich Country Day School.
Thanks for everyone for making
it all happen.

If you would like to volunteer
for either ouiSpring Into Audubo
(May) oHawkWatch Weekend
(September) festivals, please coL;’E-;-.u-._.j
tact the Education Department Wk
for more information.

Jonathan Woods wraps up his show
with a golden and a bald eagle.

Babbitt Speaks at Audubon Hawk Watch Weekend

The fitting end to SeptemberOs Hawk Watch Weekad talk by Bruce Babbitt, who

Bruce Babbitt, former Governor of
Arizona and U.S. Secretary of the Interior

served as U.S. Secretary of the Interior fromtd 2981 and as Governor of Arizona from 198
to 1987. Launching his book tour at Audubon GrelenBabbitt spoke on the need for the federa
government to become involved in land-use issadsaah and regional level. Babbitt also signec
advance copies of his bo@kti€3 in the Wilderness: A New Vision of Lamétisec® in

which he makes the case for a new national lapdliggelt was a timely presentation when
Babbitt stated, OThe tragedy of New Orleans seailyarizes two centuries of federal land-use
policy devoted to development without regard tmjtact on the surrounding lands and
rivers.O After the book signing, Dara Reid of Neilidl Crisis handed over to Babbitt a
CooperOs Hawk and a Red-tailed Hawk both recsmalyilitated at DaraOs facility. With an
audience waiting below, he released them frometiter®s balcony back into the wild.

C

Join Audubon on a unique voyage this spring albegspectacular coastline between Boston and Ba@aising the Waterways of
Coastal Maine: May 24-31, 2006 takes place at the perfect time of year to obsethe abundant bird life and other sea life aboard
the Nantucket Clipper. Highlights include exploritng coastline from Portland to Kennebunkport; Battgr@den; Bar Harbor,

Acadia National Park; Penobscot Bay; Bucksport ardPnobscot River. Leading the adventure will begdeet Robbins, "ﬁ: h',__
Office & Store Manager of Audubon Greenwich. On twnfortable Nantucket Clipper cruise ship with femthan

102 passengers, an onboard expert will give infortalés, and lead walks ashore. Dress is casual amdtthosphere ﬂ;_ I'(
relaxed. Motorized landing craft can be launchedldmdings on islands and beaches. The trip inclddgghts on ship in "

an air-conditioned outside cabin with lower bedslgrrivate bathroom; meals, shore excursions; and mGreise “-,'l -
rates per person based on double occupancy range 62,330 to $4,235 and do not include airfare todBon. . .
Contact Beth Ryan-Rowland at 800-967-7425 or 212-3066 for details. g
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AUDUBON GREENWICH NATURE PROGRAM CALENDAR

DECEMBER
Saturday, December 3
The World of Evergreens  2:00-3:30 pm =

Explore the world of conifers, hollies and otleh&s of greeRm W \
on the winter landscape. WeOll look at theirthaleitaes, frur[ p
cones and the animals that feed on them and thenwdich
people have used them. This program is familghfriend includes a winter
walk outdoors. For more info, contact Ted at 2038& x230.

Skin Care The Natural Way 12:00-1:30 pm

Learn how to care for your skin B the bodyOsitalastgan. Join herbalist
Dawyn Cloud-Alter for a fascinating look at skie cesing only natural
plants and extracts. Natural products made by Dailhlre available for
purchase b a great gift idea!

Saturday, December 10

Christmas Count Preview and Trends
A great opportunity for adults and youths to laehout the Christmas
Count tradition and how to get involved. Join Aodutmturalist,

Ted Gilman and bird researchers, Drew Panko andlyBattaly,

will discuss recent bird population trends detecirfirom CBC data.
Science Committee Chair Gary Palmer will previewpcoming
Dec. 18 count and detail count methods and prese@alections
from our new collection of mounted birds and stkithg will be on
display. Refreshments.

Sunday, December 11

Birding Trip D Greenwich Point  9:00 am-11:00 am
Just one week ahead of the Christmas Bird Caustt, lgp on birding skills
with Audubon birder, Brian OOToole at Greenwich Pone of the most
productive areas covered in our 15-mile wide ciozlat Dress warmly. Meet

at 9 just past the park entrance at the parkiagarthe Seaside Center. Call

Brian 203-869-5272 for more info. Pre-registratjpired.

Sunday, December 18
Citizen Science: Christmas Bird Cou#t Bl Day Event

Become a part of science and history. Join telinteisf who count
birds throughout the day, as part of a nation-@iiizen
Science effort. Open to new and veteran birders, «
participants may join a Ocount team® for atl or p
of the day. To join &ifdl count teaf contact
Gary Palmer: 203-661-4897 or for information
on doing a home-based bird count, contact Te
203-869-5272 x230. For results from past bird
counts, visivww.audubon.org/bird/cbc/.

JANUARY

Saturday, January 7
New Year Hike: Fairchild Sanctuary 2:00-3:30 pm

Start the New Year off right with an invigoratingdgd exploration of
winter meadows and woodlands. Using animal tracksails, visitors

will interpret signs of winterOs hidden life aidfto unique ice formations.
Ages five and up. Dress warmly. Meet at the paakéagon North
Porchuck Rd. For directions to Fairchild Wildflo@earden, stop by our
center or call the store at 203-869-5272.

3:30-5:00 p

WINTER
Sunday, January 8

Nature Story SeriestESalamanderOs Lif80-2:30 pm

Registration required. Contact Jeff at 203-869%839Zor more info.

WINTERTIME STORY SERIES

Every Sunday in Jan. and Feb. from 1:30-2:30 pm.
8 A SalamanderOs Life¥ Feb.5 A Pill BugOs Life
15 A Wood frogOs Life ¥ Feb. 12 A MouseOs Life
¥ Jan. 22 A LadybugOs Life ¥ Feb.19  An EarthwormOs Life
¥ Jan. 29 A HummingbirdOs Lif& Feb. 26 A MonarchOs Life
Young children (Ages 3-7) will enjoy learning alvddlife as they
listen to stories and play games during thisdonmiogram series
with a different animal theme each week. Audubtn§llers will
feature the John Himmelman animal books whictated about
common creatures that roam New EnglandOs backyafdsests.
Families who sign up for 4 story programs, attenfith story
program for free. Members: $7 per family per progra
Non-Members: $10. Pre-registration is requireafosmall groups.
To register call Jeff at 203-869-5272 x239.

¥ Jan.
¥ Jan.

Friday, January 13

Night Hike: Wintertime Wildlife
7:00-8:30 pm

Walk through the moonlit night with naturalist
Ted Gilman. Listen for the calls of foxes, coyd
owls or other nocturnal wildlife; look for winte
stars and constellations. Pre-registration req
Wear warm, soft materials that are quiet whilg
moving about. Ages seven and up.
Rain-night: Sat., Jan. 14.

Saturday, January 14

E4C Discovery Breakfast 9:00-10:30 am

A bi-monthly family program hosted by Audubon GréeirOs
Executives for Conservation. To register, cakhtJ2f3-869-5272 x239.

World of Coyotes & Foxes  2:00-3:30 pm

Get up-close to real coyote and fox specimerts @drilan leads an
exploration of these fascinating canine critteoso$and facts will be
presented and will be followed by a search ofgsgigns of these local
residents, well known for traveling through the ukaah Greenwich
sanctuary. Wear warm winter clothing for the outgad of the program.

Sunday, January 15

Nature Story Series®Wood FrogOs Life30-2:30 pm
Registration required. Contact Jeff at 203-869839Zor more info.

Saturday, January 21
Winter Wildlife Tracking 2:00-3:30 pm

Never see animals on your hike? Learn to reatbthes ©f animal activity
by recognizing footprints, chew marks, scat aed t&flitale signs of the
animals all around us. Learn identification skiflsors and then hike
outside to read the Owildlife NewsO left in thdgmastern cottontail
rabbits, grey squirrels, coyotes, foxes, birdstamd other winter wildlife.
Ages five and up.

A familiar nighttime®
winter sightsis
OrionOs Belt

2005 -

Sunday, January 22
Nature Story SeriestELadybugOs Lifie30-2:30 pm
Registration required. Contact Jeff at 203-86%23%9Zor more info.

Saturday, January 28
Mead Lake Hike 2:00-3:30 pm

Enjoy the winter landscape during a hike aroundiMake. Join in the
search for winter insects, river otter tracksuersgow formations, and
the eerie sounds of cracking ice. Dress warmlyn Waafterwards with
hot chocolate or tea. Ages seven and up.

Sunday, January 29

Winter Homes and Habitat Hike 11:00 am-12:30 pm

A guided hike to search for animal homes and tsalfitad out how
animals are spending those long, chilly wintermmamthe Audubon
preserve. Look for clues to discover who is dgbeenating or dormant in
winter. Afterwards, join us for hot chocolate @r Be prepared to hike in
all weather conditions. Ages 5 and up are welBagistration requested.

Nature Story SerieéeHummingbirdOs Life80-2:30 pm
Registration required. Contact Jeff at 203-86%23%9Zor more info.

FEBRUARY
Sunday, February 5
Birding Trip D Bald Eagles of Croton Point Park
9:00 am-1:00 pm :
Audubon GreenwichOs birding group will join By
0OToole as he leads us to the winter roosting/ &
frequented by Bald Eagles in New YorkOs ne:
Croton Point Park. A variety of over-wintering

waterfowl should also be there. Pre-registration<g
required -contact Brian at 203-869-5272.

Nature Story SeriestEPill bugOs Lifé:30-2:30 pm
Registration required. Contact Jeff at 203-86%23%9Zor more info.

Sunday, February 12

Nature Story Series®EMouseOs Life30-2:30 pm
Registration required. Contact Jeff at 203-86%23%9Zor more info.

Making Paper The Recycled Way 3:00-4:00 pm

Bald ‘Eagles

Sunday, February 19
Nature Story SeriestEMouseOs Life30-2:30 pm

Registration required. Contact Jeff at 203-86%339Zor more info.

WINTER VACATION NATURE DAY CAMP

Every Day from 9:30 am-2:30 pm
¥ Tuesday, Feb. 21 Marvelous Mamm
¥ Wednesday, Feb. 22 Winter Brrrds

¥ Thursday, Feb. 23 Wonders of Winter
A great way to cure cabin fever and get outdodu fcChildren can
enjoy one, two or three days of learning, funamdgwith a special
focus on nature in winter. Campers will constratctre crafts, take
winter walks and learn about the local wildlifgiimer. Each day will
be built around a new theme. For children in gi&dewith separate
sessions for younger and older campers. Preatamgistequired.
Details on our website www.greenwich.center.audarigon

Friday, February 24
Night Hike: Moonlight Owl Prowl 7:00-8:30 pm

Search for those mysterious night-hunting birdistiagir special adaptations
for living in the dark. The program will begin ind®and then go outdoors
to call and listen for local, owls including: Greated owls, Barred and
Screech owls, and maybe see one. Wear warmjesadiisrthat are quiet
while moving about. Pre-registration required. Agesn and up.

Rain date: Saturday, Feb. 25.

Saturday, February 25
World of the Red-tailed Hawk
1:30-3:00 pm

Learn all about Red-tailed Hawks b a
commonly spotted hawk found all over
Greenwich and hear about OPale MaleO &
the famous Red-tailed Hawk, living in
NYCOs Central Park. Examine the talons
and colors up-close with mounted hawk |

specimens, and then go on a search of tf -
nature sanctuary for hawks, their favorite
hunting spots, and their prey. All ages.

Ever wonder if you could recycle paper yourselfyafe can! Come and learn  Saturday, February 25

about the many products we get from trees, then make yawveegycled
paper D perfect for ValentineOs Day cards. Biratiegirequired - contact
Liz: 203-869-5272 x 224. Ages five and up. SpaitedD register early!

Saturday, February 18

Citizen Science: The Great Backyard Bird Count
1:30-3:00 pm

The Great Backyard Bird Count a Citizen Sciencs effiere citizens
can make a contribution to bird research thatastigating the
patterns and distribution of North American biddén our naturalists
when they explain the significance of this reseakeha short bird
walk and demonstrate how to use the Great BadBirdr€ount
website to submit data. Details about the GBBRec@und at
www.birdsource.org. Register by contacting Te@BaB&9-5272 x239.

2005 CBC Results and Presentation ® OBirds of the
Falkland IslandsO by Tom Baptist  3:30-5:00 pm

Learn about the fascinating birds of the Falklsladids at this
presentation by Tom Baptist, Vice President ard Birector of
Audubon Connecticut. While on a visit to the Néamdin the South
West Atlantic, Tom photographed nesting pengulretrass, prions,
skuas, and other rare species. Also, Audubon GrkésvBcience
Committee will present results of the 2005 ChedBind Count.

Its a good time to meet local bird watchers acidl @atwith all the
birding news. Refreshments.

Sunday, February 26

Nature Story SeriesAn EarthwormOs Life30-2:30 pm
Registration required. Contact Jeff at 203-869%839Zor more info.

Programs are suitable for all ages unless othienditsted. Please register for all programdliog @93-869-5272 to reserve your spot. Progaaina the Kimberlin Nature Center at Audubon @wnéeh, 613 Riversville Rd., Greenwich, CT, unletesi rotherwise.
Program fees are $3.00 for adult members, $5@0Ifaron-members, $1.50 for member childrereamass $3.00 for non-member children and seftiese programs are no charge to Teacher Natuaalisést of their ongoing training.



AUDUBON

Tiso H apGrmn Y ar H dicays

As Audubon supporters, everyone wants to makelttays green!

AT HOME

Be sure to reuse and recycle and consider thénllmliday tips that are listed on linevatw.audubon.org.

Smart Party Planning

Big holiday parties can be lots of fun B andtheittrain on landfills.
Between Thanksgiving and New YearOs, 25% moris pestiuced in
the United States than at any other time of yE@g"year, cut back on
the excess waste D not the guest list B whilgm@nter

¥ Provide containers for recycling aluminum arss glaverage bottles
at your gatherings.

¥ Buy paper products with recycled content, orbetter, use cloth
tablecloths and napkins.

¥ Avoid relying on styrofoam and paper cups kinopguests to bring
their own unique mug or glass.

¥ Reuse plastic butter, yogurt, and take-out gergdab send leftovers
home with guests.

¥ Fruit and vegetable scraps (no dairy or meatheoeomposted into a
fabulous spring fertilizer.

¥ Wash and reuse plastic plates and flatwardétggaannot be recycled.

¥ For big parties consider renting supplies, waigthess environmental
impact than relying on disposables.

Gift Giving

Consumers are projected to spend over $219 lhigifts this holiday
season. Think of how much money could be diverestvironmentally
responsible organizations and businesses by glyoosigifts wisely.
And imagine how much money you could save by gérgjft of

your own time!

¥ Consider gifts that support your community agateminimal waste,
such as theatre tickets or certificates to Istalr@nts and businesses.

¥ Give yourself to friends this year by offeringki them hiking or
birding, or by volunteering to tutor, baby-sihedp clean house.

¥ A hand-painted pot with a bag of compost angerglint seeds
is a gift that will keep on growing.

¥ Give a membership to organizations such as Authdio
work towards a better world.

composters, bird feeders and seed, and gift hfc
organic foods and shade-grown coffee.

¥ OAdoptO an animal, a butterfly garden, or elassa
room in someone elseOs name. TheyOll get a eaigagfuh gift and
your money will have gone to support wildlife atdra education.

Gift Ideas

¥ Classroom Curriculum: Give a subscription to Bal&dventures to
a classroom in your community. (203) 869-5272

¥ Audubon Center Field Trip: Contact an Audubont&@emear you to
send a classroom on a nature adventure. (916D649-7

¥ Help Wild Puffins: Audubon®s Project Puffin @&VZy308
¥ Help Injured Raptors: Audubon Center for BirdBrefy (407) 655-0190

8 ¥ AuduborGreenwichin Flight

Conserving Paper

An astronomical amount of forest resources goesragping gifts and
sending cards, but luckily, this problem has nirapjessolutions.

For example, this year, Americans will send marethinee quarters

of a billion holiday cards; if just one out ofyetegr cards were sent
electronically, it would save more than 30,0@0*tree

¥ Most gift-wrap is not recyclable, and neithiéstien. Wrap your
presents in something that is, such as Sundag,comicmaps, and
plain brown paper decorated with stamps or spange a

¥ Place gifts in reusable bags or baskets, anr@dpn@esents for Fido.

¥ ChildrenOs artwork makes heartfelt cards angingamper,
especially for relatives.

¥ Wrap one present inside another, such as arsdath napkins.

¥ Greetings on recycled or tree-free paper caailed m envelopes
made from the pages of a magazine.

¥ Snip the front of old greetings cards into colgiff tags, or mail
them as holiday postcards.

Trees and Trimmings

Each year, more than 35 million real Christmasdreesold in the
United States, as are

10 million of the artificial variety*, which

consists of metal and plastics made from

nonrenewable petroleum. Consider how yo’

decorate and dispose of them b real trees

give back to wildlife, but both kinds will |7

for centuries in a landfill.

¥ Consider buying a live tree (with a rc
ball) thatOs native to your region, and .
plant it outside after the holidays are ove

¥ Decorate an indoor tree with natural items
that can be returned to the earth: seedpods,
dried flowers, autumn leaves, nut shells, piebaskommilkweed fluff,
and berries, to name just a few. Wondering witat adth those left-
over Styrofoam plates, and take out containergiffityg out
snowflakes or snowmen, add a little glitter ott,paial hang them as
homemade ornaments.

¥ When its time to take down the Christmas traee i outside as
valuable shelter for birds and small animals dthiengpng
cold winter.

¥ Decorate an outdoor tree just for wildlife.Atlmadorned with strings
of unsalted popped popcorn, dried fruit, and pgamthe shell, and
with ornaments like pinecones spread with peattat band suet.

¥ Some towns have recycling programs where Clsrigeaa are ground
into mulch for parks and public places. Checletif wéh your town
participates in this program.

*National Retail Federation news release Dec 2,2004
**Use-Less-Stuff.com report
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Local Garden Club Targets
Greenwich Water Conservation
In Exhibit

The important issue of
conserving water in

Greenwich Water Use

. . Heanws Hentwre 1
Greenwich is the focus of an |I:'t_i='ﬁh1m baizio
. L T arm | e
educational exhibit developed
by the Green Fingers Gardenm 100 aflors 177 galloes

Club now on display at
Audubon Greenwich until the
end of January. The

per pemoniday  pir personiday
Growth in Residences

display focuses on the effects janc
of increased development ar( 1995 _ 2004
population growth on both th ~l“ m

quantity and the quality of | #& #& filE
our water supply, as well as ﬁﬁ,ﬂﬂﬂ 16,000
conservation measures eac One ;f-the many graphics, create.d- .l;y G.re.:e.n

us can take to maintain our Fingers Garden Club, now on display in the lower
water resources. The exhibit '°°? @tAudubon Greenwich

has toured various community centers since itsadébreen Fingers
bi-annual flower show earlier this year.

We no longer have the luxury of assuming that vsaderendlessly
renewable resource which we can take for grarttece @re develop-
ment pressures right here in Greenwich which Boesg impacting
how much water will be available to us in thedytmd there are
measures each of us can take in our own homag amthg/ards to
help conserve our reservoirs and replenish osrexplhins Betsy
Mulcare, Green Fingers Conservation Chair. Isseesnfed in the
exhibit also include the problems of storm rurmff hard surfaces
which flows into sewers and Long Island Sound @hdign from
that run-off.

The Green Fingers exhibit presents ways residaentaure more
rainfall in their own yards, and use fewer lawtpots. There is also
information on saving water inside the home, hasvelitside. Mulcare
notes. The more we educate ourselves aboutabuvdter situation,
the better we will be able to meet the challehgesenr conservation
and quality here in Greenwich. This colorful edualtwall display is
located downstairs on the first floor of Audubare@wichOs Kimberlin
Nature Education Center until the end of Janudry.Jenter is open
every day from 9 am to 5 pm. For more informatioiact Madeline

Dennis at 203-869-5272.

Up

Thousands of balloons
released into the sky can mal
an impressive sight. But what
goes up must come down.
Releasing balloons at parties, or promotional, or
corporate events is not something that can be done
without consequences.

This fall during Audubon GreenwichOs hawk
watch, hawk watchers James Dwyer and Mike
Warner tracked the number of latex and mylar bal-
loons floating over Quaker Ridge. They counted ove
110 balloons in the 60 days of the hawk count, and
bear in mind, they were looking for hawks after all
and not balloons, so there may have been many mo

At best, free-flying balloons become litter; attyvor
they jeopardize wildlife and the environment. Once
airborne, balloons can travel far afield and efteén
up joining the flotsam riding the world®s ocehas. T
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
identifies balloons as a commonly reported sdurce o
marine debris. Balloons can choke, smother, er caus
starvation by blocking the respiratory or digestive
systems. Their strings and ribbons can causelentang
ment. In water, they bear an uncanny resemblance t
jellyfish and other organisms eaten by turtlbs, fis
cetaceans, and shorebirds. Dead sea turtles have
washed ashore with balloons hanging from their
mouths, and scientists have found whole ballodns ar
parts of balloons in whales during necropsies.

Balloon releases often take place at charitable
events, but many environmental groups are calling
on all organizations to support a voluntary ban on
balloons, and to celebrate events in more environ-
ment and animal-friendly ways. Mass launches have
been banned by numerous entities, including the
states of Florida, New York, and Texas; the Na&tiona
Park Service; the White House; and even Walt
Disney World and Six Flags Great Adventure.
Balloons should be handled responsibly. Pleaé¢, dol
release them and always dispose of them properly.

AGNEWS b WEEKLY EVENTS BY EMAIL

audubongreenwichnews-subscribe @yahoogroups.com
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ODancing with NatureO
National Audubon Society Celebrates 100 Yearssdr€ation

On October 1st, under a beautiful October harvest
moon, 200 guests dined and danced till the wesedfour
the night in celebration of 100 years of AudubomOs
servation achievements. The event was held to raise
funds for all the excellent education and conieervat
programs that take place at the Audubon Greenwich
Center, and took place at one of the most paafdage
spots for looking out over the Long Island Sohad, t
Belle Haven Club in Greenwich.

When guests were not chatting, dining, or enjoying §
the terrific sounds of the Denny LeRoux band, they

ichard Blumenthal,
Connecticut Attorney General
and Tom Baptist, Audubon

could look out on CalfOs Island where an Osprésy nes it

located or Great CaptainOs Island where one of the
SoundOs largest Heron and Egret rookeries isdsituat
and actually see and appreciate the results dbgn@s
conservation efforts.

After cocktails, guests were treated to a sumptuous
Autumn meal, and then engaged in a competitive live
auction bidding on many unique items such astagaun
The Rusty Parrot Lodge in Jackson Hole, Wyoming, tg
view grizzlies, black bears & wolves and an éapedit
the Galapagos to connect with nature in an updanaht
personal experience. ConnecticutOs Attorney General
Richard Blumenthal made a guest appearance simply t
thank the attendees for their commitment to Audubon
and to preserving CTOs environmental resources.

Our never ending thanks go out to Event Committe
Chair, Susan Curtin, who worked tirelessly with her
Committee to ensure every detail was perfectemdrey
enjoyed an outstanding evening. We are indebted to
Northern Trust, our lead corporate sponsor, atie tgen-
erosity of everyone who patrticipated in making\yhising
a roaring success. When all was said and donsedgust
shy of $350,000. All proceeds from this evepenefit edu-
cation and conservation programs at Audubon Giaenwi

AVIAN FLU
PROGRAM b
TO BE ANNOUNCED

Audubon Greenwich is
planning a winter presentation
on avian influenza by guest
lecturers and scientists. For
details, watch our web site,
sign up for th\GNews b
weekly emai(see box on bot-
tom of page 9) or contact Jeff
Cordulack: 203-869-5272 x239.

For the latest information
on avian flu, visit the National
Audubon Society web site:
www.audubon.org/bird/Avian
BirdFlu.php.

THANKSE
to our friends

Lisa ForronandCamille Broderick
for representing us at the
Multicultural Health and Heritage
Fair in October at Western Middle
School with our literature, display
and fun Nature Cart.

Thanks to Audubon volunteers
Annette CunniffeandSean Martin
who, in order to protect young
caterpillars from predation,

collected and protected more than 80
Monarch and Spicebush Swallowtail
caterpillars which they then returned
the local population to nature.

Thank you tdMarcia Selden
Catering of Stamford for providing
food and staffing, anr&lOC Fine
Winesof Banksville for providing
wines for the Bruce Babbitt recep-
tion on HawkWatch Weekend.

Jane and Michael Perelman and
Janis and Casey Jones

And thanks tdPatrick Dugarfor
co-leading our trip to Cove Island.

Debby Lash

10¥ AuduborGreenwichin Flight



%7»

Nature Store News

The Place to Shop for the Holiday:s
The Audubon Nature Store has everything

you need for special holiday gifts, =%
decorations, and cards. Our beautiful ‘ﬁ
nature holiday cards are available

now and our Holiday Critter tree wi
be up and ready for oohs and aahs
November 18. We have many adora
new ornaments this year! Come in
and browse our gift selections and
childrenOs department. YouOll find the

perfect gift for everyone on your list. We offe

gift-wrapping for a modest chargee

Nature Store is open

7 days a week for your
shopping convenience
from 9:00 am - 5:00
pm, and until 3:00 pm
on Christmas eve.

We hope youOll visit us
soon, for the holidays
and for all your birding
needs, too.

o

HOLIDAY WISH LIST
Before you throw it out, think of us.
New or used, your donation is appreciated an
is tax-deductible. Call Madeline at 203-869-
5272 Ext. 226, if you can help. Sincere thanks
to Camille Broderick for donating lamps and
Tom Baptist for donating furniture and a TV
for the renovated Intern House.
¥ Animal skulls, fur, nuts, and other natural

items for use in nature classes

¥ Computer(s) Pentium 3 or 4
¥ Portable CD player boombox
¥ Portable projector screen
¥ Powerpoint projector
¥ Digital video camera
¥ For the Intern House: rugs, sofa and chair,
¥ Pick-up truck: 3/4-1 ton, 4 x 4, automatic
¥ Deer fencing for butterfly garden
¥ Flat file for maps and posters

\"Z4

AUdU.bOn GREENWICH

Nature Arts Gallery

Art work in the Nature Arts Gallery is for dale pottion of the proceeds going to
Audubon Greenwich. For more information oretttétats at Audubon Greenwich,
contact Margaret Robbins at 203-869-5272. AudebwicG Nature Arts Gallery is
proudly sponsored by Northern Trust Bank.

Plein-Aire Masters

On display now through December
Audubon Nature Arts Gallery is proud t
feature a new exhibit from Plein-Aire
Masters in Greenwich. This show featur
works by T.A. Charron, Robert Duffy,
Michael Graves, Thomas Vieth, John
Borowicz and others and showcases m
local Greenwich scenes. Founded in 200
by Linda Lyons, Plein-Aire Masters is based im@Greg CT. Plein air, or
Oen plein airO as it is most often referredty, sigans Oopen airO in
French. True Plein-Aire works are done outdoohsdhty skillful and
competent masters who interpret nature or a chosor subject in short
periods of time, before the light and shadows&hang

OTAXUSO b A mixed media show by Krish

On display: January 4 - February 28, 2006.

Opening reception: Sunday, January 22 froom2 to 5 p

A mixed media show by artist Krish who createsstath, industrial found
objects, paper, and photography will open JanimatiyedCenterOs Nature Arts
Gallery. The artist has had a fascination withenatnce early childhood and
uses it as inspiration in many works of art. &ndst in linguistics and play-on-
words feeds the exhibitionOs title.

J.M. CarnrightOs Sculpture Exhibit
On display: Now through March 2006.
Internationally recognized Fairfield County artist,
J. M. Carnright will continue to exhibit his poulerf
OPrimitiveFuturismO sculptures through Marcht 2004
Audubon Greenwich. The exhibit is on display insidé
and outside on the grounds of the nature centgd@ye]
from 9 am to 5 pm. CarnrightOs deeply carved wood
sculptures are embedded with stones, crystéisafa$sock, presenting a
compelling abstract exploration of time. Numeraustions of huge to stan-
dard size timbers are selected for artworks af chday, pine, walnut and
other woods. Many of CarnrightOs OPrimitiveFiusismtptures are mono-
lithic in design. Huge vertical blocks are shapkthtegrated with primal and
futuristic imagery. Other wood is uniquely fornméal abstract, wild animal,
reptilian or large arthropod shapes called Creatbaenright has carved
smaller-scale, highly abstract, Creatures, aswselinblance of African herd-
ing animals. OPrimitiveFuturismsO artworks géfetsadind imagery indicative
of NatureOs primal force. This unique work agsisnitarthOs deepest past wit
the Future. It is an imaginative new artistic padfgrating nature and art.

%. Charron®s OPond ReflectionsO
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WINTER 2005-2006

By Ted Gilman, Education Specialist
Blazing winter stars in a deep, blue-black sky;

as they court and declare their territorial /=
claim for another yearOs breeding seasd
the hissing sound made by cold, dry sno
flakes being blown across the snow surface
winter winds; a trail of three parallel grooves,
one wide central one from the body, and a narrow
groove on each side from the feet, tell of eotteer
tobogganing in riverside snow; imprints of tinygaiand
feet, among scattered goldenrod seeds on thesBimgwot a
mid-winter feast by American tree sparrows andelgall
juncos; a mixed flock of bluebirds, robins, and wedavings
feasting on the deep red berries of a leaflessb&imy holly
against a backdrop of bright white snow, creativandrous
winter mural; a gray squirrel plunging its face ihe snow,
sniffing carefully, and furiously digging to re®ia carefully
buried hickory nut from this autumnOs bountynfingirallel
sets of red fox tracks as pairs reunite for bgeafier months

%

T

Audubon GREENWICH
613 Riversville Road
Greenwich, CT 06831

Christmas Bird Count
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18

106th Annual Christmas Bird Count.
See page 1 and special insert.

Great Backyard Bird Count
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18

Count at home and

record results for science.

See page 7.

2nd Annual All Audubon Day
SATURDAY, MARCH 18
Look for details in our Spring newsletter

Red Fox

of solitary hunting; the tiny paired tracks of

white-footed mice tracing their night-time
forays between nests secreted beneath old
logs and sources of food such as multi-flora
rose hips; a russet red screech owl soaking

up the warmth of the afternoon sun, as it

perches in the entrance of a south-facing tree

cavity; a rainbow of colored twigs with greenssafas,

red of red-osier dogwood, golden tan of sugar auagle

yellow of weeping willow telling of the growthdme in the

spring; gray-coated deer lifting their heads bigiibble the

buds of apple trees, making an early dent in ems®y apple

crop; a tan, snow-capped, praying mantid egg Imgssyco

a goldenrod stem sheltering many eggs from dryier w

winds- ensuring another summer of predatory ineexters;

a black swallowtail butterfly pupa, delicatelyesuiga from a

Queen AnneOs Lace stem by a thin belt of sitk, thevaeturn

of warm May sunshine to add another generationltf m

colored wings floating above the Audubon Centetawsa
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