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In Flght

Audubon Greenwich Launches
TogetherGreen Volunteer Days

by Karen Dixon, Center Director

In 2008, Audubon launched a dynamic
and innovative program funded by Toyota .
called TogetherGreen. TogetherGreen
encourages people to “act today to shape
tomorrow” by providing inspiration,
leadership, and opportunities that help people from all walks
of life to take action at home and in their communities to
improve and protect our environment.

In June, Audubon Greenwich received a TogetherGreen
Volunteer Days grant to conduct six volunteer events. These
Volunteer Days will focus on engaging people in habitat
restoration at our sanctuaries, particularly Fairchild and
our main sanctuary.

For our first event on October 4, more than 20 volunteers

and staff, including several new volunteers, banded together

HawkWatch 2008 - In Brief

This year, Brian Bielfelt returned for a third season
(August 20-November 20) and his keen observations were
summarized at the annual HawkWatch meeting on
November 22. Some points he noted were:

The Bad
e Fewer harriers and kestrels in the Northeast overall this
year. This is of concern to biologists.
e Minor downturn in red-tails and sharp-shinned hawks
noted this year. This was somewhat expected due to

cyclical population changes.

The Good
e [t was another good year for bald eagles (155).
e The 14 golden cagles seen this year was similar to last
year (11).
e 18,706 broad-wing hawks were counted. This was the
first good year since 1995 (36,000+). Broad-wings
numbered 9000+ in 2007 and 10,000+ in 2006 at our site.

Thank you to all the volunteer hawk watchers (you know

who you are) who searched the skies this season with us.
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to improve the habitat at Indian Spring Pond.
While our volunteers received TogetherGreen
hats and t-shirts, lunch, and camaraderie with
their fellow volunteers, our pond received a
much-needed face-lift! Our volunteers
worked hard throughout the day to remove invasive species
such as Japanese Stilt Grass and Porcelain Berry, clear and
improve access points and paths, and thin the cattails that
were overwhelming and obscuring the pond. Volunteers
braved some threatening weather and chilly morning
temperatures to get both wet and dirty for conservation
and for Audubon.

Join the next Volunteer Day on January 24, 2009. To
participate, contact Brian O’Toole at botoole@audubon.org

or x228! To learn more, visit: www.togethergreen.org.

View from the HawkWatch Lawn

The 2008 Hawk Watch report and past years’ reports are

posted are available on the Audubon Greenwich website.
Brian Bielfelt made many improvements to the record

keeping and analyzed the data to identify some overall trends in

the local raptor migration seen over our site. Our sincere thanks

to him for yet again another year of hard work on HawkWatch

lawn and our best wishes for him and his new fiancee.
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Natural History Notes

By Ted Gilman, Education Specialist

Buds of trees and shrubs, showing many shapes,
sizes, and colors, protecting the promise of next
spring’s new leaves and flowers within waxy or

hairy scales against winter’s drying winds; a

pileated woodpecker making the chips fly, as it

chisels its way deep into the base of a rotting

birch tree, to disturb the winter rest of fat insect
larvae and capture a valuable meal; air bubbles
steadily changing shape, like chilly ghosts, as they flow
downstream beneath clear black ice in a winter frozen stream;
cattail seedheads slowly expanding and shedding their
thousands of tiny fuzzy seeds to float away on the breezes to
become established in another wetland; a long-tailed weasel,
with bright eyes and twitching nose, steadily working its way in
and out of the nooks and crannies of snow-covered woodland
stone walls and fallen logs, constantly on the alert for the scent of
mouse or the slightest squeak disclosing the location of its prey;

the sweet sunset chorus of musically metallic ‘cheep’
notes of white-throated sparrows, as they settle
in to roost in their dense thicket cover; the
afterglow of a winter sunset shading from pink
or orange horizon up into gray violet and
then higher still into the deep purple-blue-black
of the zenith, already beginning to show the
diamond-bright stars of a long winter night; a small
lakeshore opening in the ice, surrounded by tracks, fish
scales and scat, marking the midnight feeding site of a river
otter; a red-tailed hawk facing into a steady wind, floating over
the snow-covered fields, steadily watching for an incautious
meadow vole emerging above the winter snows; wood frogs,
spring peepers, and gray tree frogs nestled into the forest leaf
litter, with their bodies substantially frozen, until the thawing
warmth of late Marchor early April releases the icy grip and
frees them to send forth their spring choruses once again...

BIRD SEED SALES SUPPORT AUDUBON

o $e IIm-P\vm}

Need a new feeder or simply some seed?

Shopping at Audubon Greenwich supports the
nature center and directly advances the Audubon
mission in our region. Call or stop by 7 days a
week for advice on a new feeder and choose
from our broad selection of bird seed and suet.

.*.

Audubo

GREENWICH

Audubon tote bags make great gifts for
nature fans on the go. At $14 and $16, they
are reasonably priced, too. Available in white
and olive. Made from 51% recycled materials.

FEEDER TIP: Birds need clean feeders, especially during the cold season. Two ways to reduce bird-to-bird disease transmission is to dispose
of old seed when re-filling feeders and consider a monthly or seasonal soak for feeders using a tray of hot, soapy water with a splash of bleach
(a 10:1 solution is recommended). Use a bottle brush to loosen grim on the inside and the tubes will look almost new again.

PRSRT FIRST CLASS
Audubon GREENWICH us PXSTAGE
613 Riversville Road STAI\I/:I,FC!FE% cT
Greenwich, CT 0683 PERMIT NO 102

Christmas Bird Count
Sunday, December 14

T4C: Teens for Conservation
February 9 & 28

Bird Breakfast (am)/David Sibley (pm)
Saturday, May 9



